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SLAVERY IN ANTEBELLUM SOUTH CAROLINA 
South Carolina was born under the sign of slavery. The Fundamental Con-stitutions in 1669 set that destiny for the yet unborn colony when they af-
firmed the reality of slavery by granting slaves religious liberty. In 1670 Gover-
nor William Sayle brought with him from Barbados John, Elizabeth, and John, 
Jr.-the first slaves known to have entered South Carolina. In 1691, the colony 
of South Carolina enacted its first slave code. 
By 1708 African American slaves had a numerical supremacy over the Euro-
pean population-a situation that made slaveholders fearful and displayed the 
economy's growing dependence upon slave labor. On 9 September 1739 a group 
of enslaved African Americans launched the Stono Rebellion-the first major 
slave revolt in South Carolina. A revolt had been documented as early as 1720, 
and rumors of other uprisings had persisted throughout the 1720s and 1730s . 
But this one, which attracted at least one hundred followers, was ruthlessly sup-
pressed by white South Carolinians, who killed or executed forty or more indi-
viduals .1 
To keep the number of slave imports down, the General Assembly raised 
the duty on slaves. Then, in 1740, the legislature passed Act no. 670-South 
Carolina's definitive slave code. This act, with modifications, determined the 
relationships of owners and slaves until Emancipation in 1865. The act made 
African Americans living in the colony, unless they were free at that time, "abso-
lute slaves" and "chattels personal"; it said those who were born in South Caro-
lina after 17 40 were to follow the condition of their mother; it placed restric-
tions on assemblies, the bearing of arms, trade, and education; it proscribed 
certain clothing; and it penalized masters who abused their slaves.2 
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The American Revolution brought change and uncertainty. Talk of freedom 
was widespread, but "freedom" meant one thing for the enslaved and another for 
the free. In South Carolina, the war was a civil war waged between Tories and 
Patriots and between Regular British and Continental or State troops. In 1781, the 
British occupied Charles Town and offered slaves incentives like freedom for de-
serting their masters. Thousands fled to the British lines. Others, however, served 
in the South Carolina navy or as musicians and support staff for continental and 
state troops fighting for the Patriot cause. john Chavis, a free African American, 
received wounds while defending South Carolina's right to be free.3 Antiqua, a slave, 
spied on the British and was freed for his loyalty.4 
During the early national period from 1790 to 1820, the state both expanded 
and retrenched. Expansion came as more South Carolinians became planters. Eli 
Whitney's invention of the cotton gin made it possible for the back country to 
produce a major cash crop. Before the invention of the gin, only the production of 
long-staple Sea Island cotton could show a profit. After it, the production of short 
staple cotton, which was suited to conditions in the midlands and back country, 
was profitable as well. Between 1790 and 1800 cotton production in South Caro-
lina grew from around seventy thousand to twenty million pounds.5 As cotton 
production increased so, too, did the need for African American laborers. 
Thoughts of freedom engendered by the American Revolution were lost not 
only in a rush for new profits but also in a revived fear of insurrection. Between 
1791 and 1793, Fran~ois Toussaint L'Ouverture led an uprising of enslaved and free 
African Americans in the French colony of Saint Domingue on the Island of 
Hispaniola. Insurgents burned plantations and killed the·r owners, and many Saint 
Dominguans, some with their slaves, fled to Charleston for refuge. Their stories of 
carnage filled South Carolinian with horror.6 
Acts passed between 1792 and 1818 reflected a dichotomy-the state's desire 
to maintain an adequate slave force to work its expanding agricultural system while 
containing the slave population and preventing the · nportation of revolutionary 
ideas. 
South Carolina passed the first of a series of acts banning the importation of 
slaves in 1792. It repealed these with the passage of Act no. 1814 in 1803. In 1808, 
the United States abolished the foreign slave trade. In 1816, South Carolina en-
acted legislation to prohibit the importation of slaves from sister states. In 1818, it 
repealed this legislation as welF 
In 1800, with the number of free African Americans in South Carolina grow-
ing, the state passed legislation to restrict its fairly liberal pre-Revolutionary manu-
mission policy. Colonial slaveholders, with few exceptions, had been able to free 
their slaves at will, and the colonial legislature even recognized the contributions 
of certain slaves by granting them freedom. 8 The act of 1800,9 however, changed 
•• ••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• • •••••••••••• •••••••• 
• 
• 
•••••••• ••••• ••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
all that. It said slaveholders who wished to free slaves would have to appear 
before a Magistrates and Freeholders ourt with the slaves they wished to set 
free. There, a magistrate and five freeholders would examine the slave's charac-
ter and ability to earn a living. Slaves set free by the court received from the clerk 
a copy of the court's certificate and deed of emancipation. Slaves freed by other 
means, except pre-act bequests, could be seized and returned to slavery. 10 
In 1820, the General Assembly placed further restriction on a slaveholder's 
right to manumit. Citing "the great and rapid increase of free negroes and mu-
lattoes in this State, 11 it passed Act no. 2236-" An Act to re train the emancipa-
tion of Slaves, and to prevent Free persons of Color from entering into this State; 
and for other purposes. 11 This act declared "That no slave shall hereafter be eman-
cipated but by act of the Legislature. 1111 As petitions included in this reader dem-
onstrate, it wrecked the plans of many slaveholders and dashed the hopes for 
freedom held by countless slaves. For a brief period, slave owners, by exploiting 
a loophole in the act, were able to send their slaves out of state to free them. The 
General Assembly closed this loophole in 1841.12 
In 1860, South Carolina's white population numbered 291,000; its slave 
population numbered 402,406; and its free African American population num-
bered 9,914.13 Many of the 400,000-plus slaves lived in wooden slave houses. In 
the low country, these usually had two rooms with a chimney in the middle. 
Each room housed one family. 14 
Life under slavery was violent. aptured through war or kidnapping, the 
slaves traveled long miles to reach slave depots on the coast of Africa. There, 
they were packed into slave ships, and those who survived were sold into a new 
life, with a new name, and a new language, in a new and alien environment. 
Slave lives were constrained by the fear of punishment. Corporal retribu-
tion was delivered to those who ran away, stole, or took part in a work slow-
down. Order was often maintained and dissent punished through the work-
house in Charleston, the patrol, or the Magistrates and Freeholders Courts. 
To protect their slave property-the source of their wealth-slave owners 
led the state first to secession and ultimately to the Civil War. 
The authors selected the documents in this reader to illustrate the variety of 
documentary sources available in the state archives of South Carolina. These 
public documents provide insight into the lives and deaths of South Carolina's 
antebellum enslaved African American population. The documents chosen here 
examine religious life, crime and punishment, sexual relationships, and the 
struggle for family survival. Despite their variety, however, they represent only a 
fraction of the thousands of documents available. Consequently, they reflect 
only imperfectly the trials and infrequent joys of slave life in antebellum South 
Carolina . 
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FREEDOM OF RELIGION: 
PETITION OF INHABITANTS OF CHESTER DISTRICT 
Few issues created as much controversy as the religious education of slaves. Some saw religious instruction as a threat to the status quo, fearing that 
slaves who converted to Christianity might view their slave owners as their 
"brothers in Christ." Others argued for religious instruction either on humani-
tarian grounds or as a way to control slaves once converted. Most who argued 
for instruction belonged to one of two groups. One group wanted to spread the 
Gospel. The other wanted the slaves to strive not for freedom on earth but for 
life everlasting . 
In the late-eighteenth century, many churches began to apply the Gospel 
not only to personal salvation but to societal concerns-to penal reform, to care 
of the indigent and mentally ill, and to slavery. In 1800, the governing body of 
th e Methodist Episcopal Church-the General Conference-approved a resolu-
tion favoring the gradual emancipation of slaves. Slavery, it said, was "repug-
nant . . . to the Spirit of the Christian religion." 
Sout h Carolina ignored this call for greater liberties for and the 
eve n tu al emancipation of her enslaved population. Rather she enacted 
legislation in 1800 to make it illegal either before sunrise or after sun-
set "for any number of slaves, free negroes, mulattoes or mestizoes, even 
in comp any with white persons, to meet together and assemble for the 
pu rpose of menta l instruction or religious worship." 
In 1801, over 140 citizens of Chester District protested these restric-
tions because they infringed "upon the religious rights and privileges of 
church es and citizens of this state." This ecumenical group, who repre-
sented the sentiments of many in the Baptist and Presbyterian churches, 
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Many South Carolina low country churches had substantial slave memberships before the 
Civil War. Slaves dressed for church, Bryan Plantation, Folly Island, South Carolina, 
c1860-63. Collection of the New York Historical Society. 
argued for the religious instruction of slaves becaus it encouraged "virtuous 
and religious pursuits." The petitioners also alleged that in authoriz-
ing patrol members to break up assembled religious meetings, the act 
violated their civil and religious rights. 
The General Assembly revised the act in 1801, but it did not address 
the religious prohibitions . 
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PETITION OF INHABITANTS OF CHESTER DISTRICT 
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Slave quarters, Perseverance Plantation, Goose Creek Parish, South Carolina, ca. l 860-63. 
Collection of the New York Historical Society. 
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"WHERE THERE'S A WILL, THERE'S A WAY": 
PETITION TO THE SENATE FROM JOHN CARMILLE 
John Carmille's petition reflects the poignancy of the situation forced on many slaves and their owners by the complexity of their social interaction. It 
also illustrates the genuine affection that could flourish in such an unpromising 
environment. Carmille, like many other slaveholders, was caught by surprise 
when the General Assembly passed the 1820 legislation requiring legislative 
approval for all manumissions. When the General Assembly rejected his 1821 
petition to free his slave mistress and their three children, Carmille did what 
many other owners did-he pursued alternatives to provide for his slave family. 
On 26 February 1830, Carmille deeded his slave mistress, Henrietta, and 
her children to George Pringle and Philip Chartrand "on the special trust, con-
fidence and condition, that they will ... permit and suffer the negroes above 
named ... to work out their own maintenance and support; and further, in 
trust, to allow them, the said negroes, ... to receive and take, for their sole use 
and benefit, all such money as they might obtain for their labor." In return, his 
slave family would give Pringle and Chartrand one dollar per year. Carmille 
deeded his remaining slaves, Tilly and Mary, to Pringle and Chartrand as well. 
In an ironic twist, Tilly and Mary were to provide the labor to support his slave 
family until the youngest child reached twenty-one years of age. Then Tilly and 
Mary were to be sold, and the proceeds were to be divided equally between Henrietta 
and her children. 
To document his intentions and to protect his slave family further, armille 
wrote a will on 17 July 1832. In it, he left his estate-a house and lot on Meeting 
Street and 111 acres in Goose Creek-to Henrietta and her children. He also 
asked his executors to get the General Assembly to manumit the family within 
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fifteen years or, failing that, to send them out of South Carolina to a state where 
they could be freed. 
When John Carrnille died in July 1833, this will was set aside. For on 2 March 
1830, he had married Margaret Arnott who, before she died ten months later, 
produced a legitimate heir. 
Under the terms of the deeds, which the trustees recorded on 22 July 1833, 
Henrietta, and her now four children-Charlotte, Francis, Nancy, and John-
became the property of George Pringle and Philip Chartrand when Carmille 
died. Julia E. Carmille, Carmille's legitimate heir, sued to negate the deeds and 
to have all seven slaves returned to the Carmille estate for her use. In 1840, 
however, the South Carolina Court of Appeals upheld the validity of both the 
deeds and the trust and ruled against Julia Carmille's suit to have the four other 
Carmille children declared slaves of the estate so they could be sold for her 
benefit. Through a quirk in the law, Carmille's wishes were granted. 
The next year, the General Assembly would pass legislation that would 
close the loophole that had let those wishes prevail. 
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To the Honorable the President & Members of the Senate of the State of South 
Carolina 
The Petition of John Carmille respectfully sheweth that he is a resident in the 
city of Charleston in the said state & that for many years past has endeavored to 
conduct himself as an upright & useful citizen- That some years ago it was his 
fortune to form a domestic connection with a female named Henrietta & he has 
had by her three children to wit: Charlotte, Frances & Nancy. That the said 
Henrietta & her children are of the following ages to wit: Henrietta, Twenty Six 
Charlotte, Eleven, Frances five, and Nancy three years of age all of the class 
called Mulattoes, & according to the Laws of this state in the condition of abso-
lute Slaves, the property of your petitioner-Your Petitioner is aware that in 
making the above statement, he is open to censure as infringing the rules of 
propriety & decorum- He has however no alternative but to make the present 
application or to remain indifferent to the present Melancholy situation of his 
family, who excluded as they are from the blessing of Society, are still dear to 
Your Petitioner & dependent on him for those comforts which the Policy of our 
Laws may afford to that class of the community-The object of the Petitioner is 
to solicit that you would kindly interpose & adopt such measures as may effect 
the emancipation of the said slaves and as an inducement to a result which 
would be so grateful to the feelings of Your Petitioner he begs leave to state, that 
it has always been his intention to adopt the legal means for the accomplish-
ment of the above object until he was unexpectedly disabled by the act of the 
last session-He therefore indulges the fond hope that a proceeding of the Leg-
islature so unforeseen will not be permitted to have the deplorable effect of 
rivetting on his partner & children the bonds of perpetual & remediless sla-
very-As a further consideration which he trusts will be duly regarded by your 
honorable Body-Your Petitioner has been blessed with a Sufficient Estate to 
insure the comfortable maintenance of his said family, so that no apprehen-
sions can be intertained that they will ever become a charge on the Public-
That on the contrary his constant efforts will be employed to support them 
decently & make them useful members of society-
And your Petitioner will ever pray &c-
John Carmille 
We the subscribers hereby certify that we are acquainted with the within Peti-
tioner Mr. John Carmille & believe him to be an upright & honest citizen & that 
he has a sufficient Estate to maintain his family within refered to 
Robt. R. Gibbes et al 
Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, n.d., no. 1807. (Submitted to the Senate on 27 
November 1821 .) 
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Slave cabins and avenue, McLeod Plantation, Charleston County, South Carolina. State Historic 
Preservation Office, National Register of Historic Places, South Carolina Department of Archives 
and History (SCDAH) . 
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CONTRACTING FOR FREEDOM: 
PETITION OF FREDERICK KOHNE 
T his document illustrates another problem that arose from the 1820 legisla-tion banning slave manumissions by slaveowners. Here, Frederick Kohne hopes 
to fulfill a contract he made with his slave, which the legislation had superseded. 
Although similar oral agreements may have been made by other slave owners, the 
"solemnly executed" written document referred to in this case, which binds the 
two men contractually, symbolically places the slave, Will, on equal footing with 
Frederick Kohne. This petition shows not only that Will kept his end of the agree-
ment but that Kohne intended to keep his as well. 
Although the origins of Frederick Kohne are sketchy, he probably came 
from Westphalia of the Germanic kingdoms. He had established himself as a 
merchant in Charleston by 1793 and in the same year had taken an oath of 
allegiance to his new homeland. He was a successful businessman, establishing 
several stores on East Bay Street and eventually owning several houses in Charles-
ton. In 1807, he married Eliza Neufville, who was a member of a prominent 
Charleston family. By 1816, Kohne had enough wealth to retire. He established 
a part-time residence in Philadelphia and split his time between the two cities. 
Kohne and his wife were active in the Episcopal Church, holding pews in both 
St. Michael's of Charleston and St. ]ames' of Philadelphia. Both also helped the 
needy and during their lifetimes manumitted numerous slaves. When Kohne 
died on 26 May 1829, he made specific large bequests to family and to charities 
such as the Charleston orphan house and various church societies. He placed 
the rest of his estate in a trust. His executors were to use funds from that trust to 
make donations to charities they deemed beneficial to mankind in general and 
to the colored population of Charleston and Philadelphia in particular . 
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The City o(Charle ton, South Carolina, looking at the Battery. Harper's Weekly, 21 April 
1860. Picture Collection, CDAH. 
This petition appears to have been grouped wi h the petitions of John 
Carmille, Philippe Noisette, and several other 1821 requests to the legislature for 
manumission. A bill allowing the manumission of Will-one of the few the 
House committee drew up in favor of manumission, was killed in the Senate. In 
1824, however, Kohne declared one of his slaves, William Hazard, free and ar-
ranged for his removal from the state in the event K hn died. In his will, Kohne 
bequeathed annuities to William Hazard and to e 'eral of his servants. Hazard 
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Records of the General As embly, Petition, 1821, no. 100. (Submitted to the Senate on 
28 November 1821 .) 
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Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, 1821, no. 100. (Submitted to the Senate on 28 
November 1821.) 
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To the honorable the President & Members 
of the Senate 
of South Carolina 
The Petition of Frederick Kohne of the said State Respectfully Sheweth: 
That in consequence of the general good character and conduct of a certain 
negro Slave named Will your Petitioner on the twenty second day of May Eigh-
teen hundred & Sixteen purchased the said Will and then & there covenanted 
and agreed in writing solemnly executed to secure to the said Will his freedom 
from slavery in consideration that he the said Will would pay to your Petitioner 
the sum of Three hundred Dollars, and continue to serve your Petitioner for 
four years & two months from the date aforesaid, That the said Servant Will has 
in performance of his undertaking paid to your Petitioner the sum of money 
contracted for and faithfully & in the most exemplary manner served your Peti-
tioner for the space of four years and two months: Wherefore he in strict com-
pliance with the contract ought rightfully to have been emancipated on the 
twenty second day of july Eighteen hundred & twenty But your Petitioner was 
then unable to comply with the terms of contract by reason of his absence from 
the State: and on the return of Your Petitioner he was prevented from the per-
formance of his agreement because of the act of your Honorable body of De-
cember Eighteen hundred and twenty; except under the special sanction of the 
Legislature: Your Petitioner therefore prays for such special sanction in relief of 
his sacred obligation: and that your honorable body will in consideration of the 
promises and of the Testimonials of good Character & Industry hereunto an-
nexed manumit or cause to be manumitted the said Servant Will in such man-
ner as to your honorable body shall seem fit: and Your Petitioner will ever pray 
• 
• 
and soforth. • 
Frederick Kohne 
We do hereby certify to the Senate of South Carolina that we have been ac-
quainted with the said Negro Slave Will for more than Eight or ten years past 
during which time he has conducted himself in a Sober honest and becoming 
manner. We believe his character for industry unequaled by most of his Color 
____ Charleston 22d November 1821 ___ _ 
WJ. Campbell 
JM Campbell 
Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, 1821, no. 100. (Submitted to the Senate on 28 
November 1821.) 
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.. . ' .. .. : . .. 
Age. ·. · .- Crrpa~citff. .,'. • 
1 Aleck, ··: . sl! · - Onl'~;;tej·.' .. - · 
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3-3 Louisn, ' 16 : • -. · 
•' ' .•.: 
4 Abram, 
" !i Jncly, . 
G C'nrnlina, 
· .... 
25 Pri;nc fi!'lc11;:111cl.. 
2-t }'rime field h:!H(J, 
· 5 
7 SilllOll, 1 y. : 
ll-8 ' D:lphn.t\ inf-ant,. . 
• 
l1a11iel, 45 Fielcl h:~n<l,AJtot.primc. , 
·1 0 Phiilis, !12 · F tclr1 11nt'ltl: ' 
: l 1' \Vill . •. • 9 . . 
' . ' . 
12 Dat.ti .•l, · v 
- 13 Mnrgnret. 4 
H..rDclin 2 
2 rittlnths. 
r 
Nu . . 
... 
lG 'Hannah, 
17 ,Gudjo~ 
· 3-18 Nnncy, 
. . ~. ,~· 
2!Z 
20 Prime fiehl hand, 
ter Qf _Cudjoe • 
' . ~ I • 
,' 19 •l·f.-innah, 34 •P~ime ·field hand. 
20 J ames, · ) 3 Slight· defect in knee 
2l Richnrd, 
22 Thom~~>;; 
S-23 john, 
. ' 
9 
6 
3 
fro,n1 a brok~n leg. 
1-2·1 qu,nsll, ' ~0 frime fierd luind. 
• • • • • l .J 
~~ • c. 
1-25 Thomas1 • . 28 P1imc' fielll h•tncl. ' 
.. 
One poignant result of slavery was the sale-and possible dissolution-of slave 
families. Sale bill. Singleton Papers #668, Fol 271. Southern Historical Collection, the 
Library of the University of North Carolina . 
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TO LEAVE A LEGACY: 
PETITION OF PHILIPPE STANISLAUS NOISETTE, BOTANIST 
According to family tradition, Philippe Stanislus Noisette was born in France about 1767. His father, Joseph, is said to have served as keeper of Louis xVl's 
properties and to have fathered seventeen children, many of whom perished in the 
Napoleonic wars. About the time of the French Revolution, Noisette immigrated to 
Saint Domingue, where he acquired a mestizo wife. In 1794, following the slave 
revolt, he moved with his wife to the United States. 
The documentary records in South Carolina yield no information on Noisette 
until1807, when he purchased a mulatto woman named Celestine and her two 
children, Philippe and Alexander. His name appears in the 1809 Charleston City 
Directory. It shows him living in the fashionable suburb of Hampstead and lists his 
occupation as a gardener and director of the Botanical Society. Noisette made a 
name for himself as a botanist and naturalist. He collected plant specimens for his 
nursery and snake and insect specimens, which he kept in spirits of wine. He also 
developed thirty varieties of roses, which gained popularity worldwide. 
The General Assembly's revision of the emancipation laws in 1820 led to this 
petition. It was introduced in the House and Senate on 4 December 1821 and, with 
similar petitions, was considered by special committees. The House committee be-
lieved that granting such a request would "sanction an intercourse repugnant to 
morality & the best interest of society." Lamenting such situations and moved by 
compassion, the committee said it could allow the manumission on the condition 
the slaves left the state but thought its sanction unnecessary since Noisette, him-
self, could remove his family and set them free. 
The 1830 census shows Noisette as the sole white or free person in his household; 
eight slaves are listed, including one adult female. Noisette died on 7 April 1835. In 
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The City of Charleston, South Carolina, looking down Broad Street toward the Custom 
House. Harper's Weekly, 26 January 1861, 61. Picture Collection, SCDAH. 
his will, he acknowledged he was the father of Celestine's children and asked his 
executors to take Celestine and the children out of South Carolina to a state where 
they could be freed. Later, the children petitioned the General Assembly. They 
said the will was legal, they were free, and they wished to remain in South Caro-
lina . 
By 1841 in an action that indicates he considered himself free, one son, 
Alexander, was purchasing land through a trustee. He established a nursery on a 
large tract of land on Charleston Neck, and that Ian remained in the family until 
the mid-twentieth century. Around 1848, the Free egro Tax Books began listing 
the names of several of the Noisette children. 
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The State of South Carolina 
To the Honorable The President and The Honorable the Senate of the State 
of South Carolina 
The Humble petition of Philippe Stanislaus Noisette, Botanist of Charleston 
in the State aforesaid-
Sheweth, 
That 
Your Petitioner who has been actively and he trusts usefully employed for 
many years past as a Botanist in the neighbourhood of Charleston, has, under 
peculiar circumstances become the Father of Six children begotten upon his 
faithful Slave named Celestine. That it has been the intention of your petitioner 
for many years past by complying with the then existing Laws of this State, to 
emancipate the said Celestine and such of her children as were then alive and 
could be emancipated, but unfortunately, he procrastinated this measure, until 
after the passage of the late Law upon this subject-Your Petitioner submits to 
your Honorable Body, that his situation is peculiarly unfortunate and distress-
ing as under the existing Laws, should any accident befal him, his own children 
and their mother, who by her exemplary conduct is well entitled to her free-
dom, would probably all become the Slaves of another: Your Petitioner there-
fore humbly prays Your Honorable Body, that he may be relieved from the dis-
tressing situation in which he finds himself placed, and considering that the 
said Celestine is the Slave of your petitioner, and that your Petitioners circum-
stances are such as to preclude the fear of the said Celestine or her children 
becoming a burthen upon the public; that an act may be passed emancipating 
the said Celestine, and her children: Philippe, Alexander, Pierre Louis, Melanie, 
and Josephine, and Louise, and Your Petitioner will ever pray-
Philippe s tas Noisette 
We the subscribers do hereby certify that we have known the Petitioner Mr 
Noisette for many Years and that his circumstances are such as he has stated 
them in his foregoing Petition. We further think that his case is one of those, 
which should form an exception [to?] the Class of Cases Intended to be guarded 
against by the Legislature and recommend him to the consideration and favor 
of the Legislature. 
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PRICE OF FREEDOM-PE1TI10N OF INHABTS. OF CLAREMONT, 
CLARENDON, ST. JOHNS, ST. STEVENS, AND RICHLAND 
A s early as 1765, maroon, or escaped slave, camps were known to have been set up on South Carolina's frontier. South Carolina's swamplands were also 
potential havens-the "numerous marshes, swamps, inlets, and tidal basins" of 
the low country being particularly desirable. Over time, hundreds, perhaps even 
thousands, of escaped slaves formed small settlements in isolated areas and plun-
dered nearby plantations for supplies. The records describe various expeditions 
and bloody skirmishes to eradicate these settlements. 
This 1824 petition records the demise of one such maroon camp and the 
role a Mrs. Perron's slave Royal played in in the capture of Joe. According to the 
petitioners, Joe, or Forest, who belonged to Mr. Carroll of Richland District, had 
escaped to the Santee Swamp after killing a white man near Georgetown. In his 
four years of freedom, Joe had avoided capture and executed raids on the sur-
rounding countryside. The petitioners saw as his greatest offense the example 
his exploits set for other slaves. It would, they feared, "produce insubordination 
and insurrection." Perhaps reluctantly, they also acknowledged his skill and cour-
age, and his charismatic ability to inspire other runaways. 
Claremont, Clarendon, and Richland were three of the seven counties that 
had been created from Camden District in 1785. In 1800, Claremont, Clarendon, 
and Salem Counties had become Sumter District. St. Stephens and St. Johns 
Berkeley were the two parishes that lay directly south of the Santee River. 
A check of Mills Atlas suggests that Joe's owner, Carroll, may have lived in 
Richland District on Tom's Creek, a tributary of the Santee River. The 1820 cen-
sus index shows that most of the identifiable petitioners lived in Sumter or 
Charleston District. The 1820 census for Richland District identifies at least two 
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individuals-Jacob Carrell or John Carrell-as potential owners of]oe. The only 
Perron or Perrin indexed in Richland District in 1820 is Christian Perrin. 
Joe, with or without accomplices, was charged with murdering George R. 
Ford at Black River near Georgetown on 28 May 1821. Governor Thomas Bennett 
expended $500 for a militia detachment under Capt. Huggins to pursue the 
miscreants through the Santee swamps for two weeks. 
The Senate referred the petition to the Committee on Claims, which re-
ported favorably on 11 December 1824. Citing the great villainy Joe and his 
followers had perpetrated in that "quarter of the State" and the state's policy of 
"rewarding those slaves who thus distinguish themselves," the committee rec-
ommended that Col. Edward Richardson contact Mrs. Perrin, calculate the pur-
chase price for Royal, and report to the legislature at its next session. The Senate 
agreed to this report and sent it to the House of Representatives. 
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To the Honorable, The President and 
The Senate of the Legislature of the State of South Carolina 
We the subscribers, Petitioners inhabitants of Claremont, Clarendon, St. Johns, 
St. Stevens and Richland Districts beg leave to offer to your honorable and 
enlightend Body, the following narrative as containing the grounds of their 
most reasonable petition. It is now some years since M' Ford a highly worthy 
and respectable Citizen of our State was murdered some where not far from 
Georgetown S0 .Ca-by a negroe belonging to M' Carroll of Richland District 
named Joe (or Forest) We believe that unhappy occurrence happened under the 
Executive administration of the honourable Thomas Bennett. The relatives of 
M' Ford offered liberal rewards for the apprehension of this out !awed fellow. 
The Executive offered an appropriate reward also, but neither the temptation of 
the private reward, nor the public reward of the Governor, now both combined 
could lead to his capture. He was so cunning and artful as to elude pursuit and 
so daring and bold at particular times when no force was at hand as to put every 
thing at defiance. Emboldened by his successes and his seeming good fortune 
he plunged deeper and deeper into crime until neither fear nor danger could 
deter him first from threatning and then from executing a train of mischiefs we 
believe quite without a parrellel in this country. 
Most of the runaways flew to his camp and he soon became their head and their 
life. He had the art and the address to inspire his followers with the most wild 
and dangerous enthusiasm. Such was his cunning that but few of the enter-
prises for mischief planned by himself failed of success. We believe that nearly 
four years have now elapsed since the murder of M' Ford, the whole of which 
time, until his merited death was marked by crimes, by mischiefs and by the 
desemination of notions the most dangerous among the blacks in our sections 
of the country. Such as were calculated in the end to produce insubordination 
and insurrection with all the hedious train of evils that usually follow. Such at 
length began as we believed to be the danger arising from the power and influ-
ence of this Example and such we believed were indications given of approach-
ing insurrection, that we deemed it expedient to call on the proper military 
department to send an adequate force either to capture or destroy a species of 
enemy that kept our families and neighborhoods in a constant state of uneasi-
ness and alarm. This proper and justifiable application for assistance being dis-
regarded, We made direct application to the Commander-in-Chief who taking 
no notice of our appeal to him We were compelled as we conceived from the 
necessity of the case to associate together for the purposes of domestic safety 
and for the object of impressing our blacks with proper fears by the power of 
wholesome example. We cannot but think that the state authorities as well 
civil as military were bound not only to have aided and assisted in carying into 
effect these most laudable views but that they were bound also without delay to 
•••••••• • ••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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have attended to the peace and protection of an important and interesting sec-
tion of the State of South Carolina; for it is held as a just and fundamental 
maxim of government that states are bound to give to their Citizens as adequate 
protection as possible in case of alarm and danger. We organized several compa-
nies as Infantry, from among our association, and being prepared for some days 
active service under persons chosen to command. We or many of us scoured 
Santee River Swamp from the confluence of the two rivers that form it to Munys 
Ferry a distance even by land of sixty miles. Not withstanding however the zeal 
and alacrity with which we continued pursuit We should at length, oppressed 
by the sultry sun of October 6 1823 wearied down by excessive fatigue and 
rendered dispirited by the number extent and character of their places of retreat 
and concealment have abandoned our enterprise as being likely to yield noth-
ing but disappointment to ourselves and triumph to the objects of our pursuit, 
but for the fidility of a slave belonging to Mrs Perron of Richland District named 
Royal. He in perfect good faith conducted a select party of your Petitioners to 
the camp of]oe and his followers, and having the command of a Boat, being its 
Patroon, he with considerable judgment and address managed to decoy those 
whom we had long saught towards the Boat, where were stationed a party ex-
pressly detailed for this duty. Soon perceiving their mistake and the danger full 
before them, they instantly attempted to defend themselves with well charged 
Musquets but at a single well directed fire from the party of Whites in the Boat 
Joe with three of his party fell dead. The rest of the gang of runaways were 
subsequently either killed in pursuit, hung for attempts to murder or were fright-
ened to their respective homes. Now therefore we your most humble and re-
spectful Petitioners concieving that we particularly and that th State generally 
are deeply indebted to this slave Royal for his fidelity and good conduct in 
making himself the immediate instrument in bringing to merited punishment 
an offender, against the laws of the land; pray that in due consideration of these 
things will award to him such compensation as may be fully adequate and as 
your honourable and enlighten'd Body may think most compatible with the 
best interest of the State and with its dignity and Character in rewarding those 
that have rendered services to it-The good faith and honour of your Petition-
ers are implicated so far towards this slave on account of his good conduct and 
faithfulness that they are bound most earnestly to pray your honourable Body 
to grant their prayer in which event they shall as in duty bound ever pray-
John Mayrant, Jr. et al. 
Records ofthe General Assembly, Petitions, n.d., no. 1801. (Submitted to the Senate on 9 
December 1824.) 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• 
38 
• 
• 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
.__...._ 
j_ j~(). tm ~ ~I e.-  .. 
tja4v ~f~ ;If,_ g~'7 ~ ~~~ ~ ~~ 
· ~/ ~----:_-1,~ · - ' "' L ~;;/;at.-2;;5 ( 'Jf;.J 
tffJ A- :~ ~ct~ 1 _ __.LtA. . ~ v J ~~ :,ieb>V'.-. 
#/,_j '!ff[;.:,;;t/<-1"7 ~;11/'..D-~ ~ ,_L. A • / r3, ~ /, , _.._. 'd); ~~ 
1 - /t-~e-J ~ ~ /~ra_ r~ ?f 
;k1k. ~ f!-;;~ t.J &'u-..£9 .9- ,c._~ L ~ 
~ 7'· & .J ;II ~ft,_ L/ t...J....£;) 1t ~. ~~ JPBz, ..J, j '~ ~ *7~ :1;= 
•' ~~ ~~~. ~~ ~if;·-. 
al. 1: ~~ :.../ ~ # ;,(d-~ ,~. ~ ~ &1. f / 1 (tJ7 ~ 7 <'L- ~ • 
(J/7.uk-~ ~ 
J~L?~~~~ 
Reward notice for runaway slave. Manigault Papers, #484, Vol 4, Plantation Journal. 
Southern Historical Collection, the Library of the University o(North Carolina at Chapel Hill . 
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Loading railroad cars. Strawberry cultivation, Derby farm, Aiken, South Carolina . Frank 
Leslie's fllustrated Newspaper, 29 May 1869, 172. Picture Collection, SCDAH. 
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SOLD FOR TAXES: PETITION OF 
SUNDRY INHABITANTS OF KERSHAW DISTRICT 
Beginning in 1756, the General Assembly levied a capitation or head tax on free African Americans. All were required to pay the tax from 1788 until the 
end of the Civil War. In 1804, legislation set the taxable age between twenty-one 
and fifty. In 1828, when James Walker was sold for non-payment of his taxes, 
the tax was two dollars a year. This petition does not indicate what taxes Walker 
owed. It does mention, however, that Walker's escape deprived Mickle of five 
years of service-service that may have been imposed by the sheriff, who, by 
law, could sell a freed slave for up to five years to collect capitation taxes due. 
Sheriff's tax execution and sale records for Kershaw District are unavailable 
for 1828. The sheriff's tax executions for Kershaw County, however, include two 
assessments against James Walker-one issued in 1823 for non-payment of a 
general and poor tax of $60.53, and one issued in 1826 for a double tax of $4.80 . 
On 4 June 1823, Walker was arrested and jailed for non-payment of the general 
tax. The 1826 execution was settled. 
No entries for James Walker appear in the surviving Kershaw County Mag-
istrate and Freeholders Court records, nor in the Kershaw County General Ses-
sions rolls, 1800-1839, nor in the extant manumission or guardianship of free 
African American records for Kershaw County. 
The 1820 Kershaw County census shows Joseph Mickle owned twenty-four 
slaves but does not list James Walker. The 1830 census lists a free African Ameri-
can named Marinda Walker; it also shows Joseph Mickle's household included 
fifty slaves and one free African American male, whose ages were between thirty-
six and fifty-five. In 1850, it lists Marinda Walker as forty-two, and it lists her 
children as Preston, sixteen; Henry, twelve; Joseph, eleven; David, nine; Maria, 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
41 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• 
• 
five; and Lewis, two. An editor's note says Miranda Walker was also the mother 
of William Walker, who was born in 1851. 
The census information raises several possibilities. First, the Miranda 
Walker entries could refer to James Walker's family. Second, James Walker 
could be the free African American male enumerated with Joseph Mickle in 
1830. If Walker were sold for non-payment of taxes in 1828, his term of 
service should have ended no later than 1833. 
Other documentation, however, raises questions about at least some of 
those possibilities. A resolution passed by the General Assembly on 3 Decem-
ber 1829 returned to Mickle a bond he had posted in 1828 to delay paying for 
Walker until1 January 1830. The resolution noted that Mickle's investment 
would be lost because Walker would not return to South Carolina-he had 
been jailed in Fayetteville, North Carolina, and had been released under a writ 
of habeas corpus after the court refused to surrender him to Mickle's agent. 
This petition shines an interesting light on the fragile economic base of 
free African Americans in antebellum South Carolina and on the racial impli-
cations of community mores and attitudes. 
SouRcES 
The Third Federal Census, 1810, Kershaw County, SC (n. p. Kershaw County Historical Soceity, 1972), 20. 
• The Fourth Federal Census, 1820, Kershaw County, SC (n.p . Kershaw County Historical Society, 1973), 20. 
The Fifth Federal Census, 1830, Kershaw County, SC (n. p. Kershaw County Historical Society, 1994), 12, 20. 
1850 Kershaw County, SC Census with Expanded Genealogy (Camden: Catawba-Wateree Chapter, SC Genealogi-
cal Society, 1997), 50-51. 
Kershaw County, Records of the Sheriff, Tax Executions, 1823. 1826. 
South Carolina General Assembly, Reports and Resolutions, 1829, 1830, Records of the States of the United States, 
[microfilm edition] ed. William Sumner Jenkins (Washington, DC: Library of Congress, in association with 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1941 ... 1950) 
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To the Honorable, the House of Representatives of the State of 
South Carolina. 
Whereas Major Joseph Mickle did purchase on the 8th September 1828 a 
certain freeman of Colour, Sold for his Taxes, named James Walker, for two 
hundred & fifteen Dollars & 37 cents; it being the amount claimed by the Tax 
Collector for Taxes, and the Sheriff for his costs; for which sum Major Mickle 
gave his note: And whereas the Said James Walker, about the first of last April, 
made his escape from said Mickle and got into No Carolina where it seems he 
was liberated and set intirely free by the authorities of that state; which has 
deprived the said Mickle of the services of said Walker for five years from the 
8th of September 1828. We the undersigned Citizens of Camden respectfully 
solicit your Honourable body to exonerate the said Joseph Mickle from the pay-
ment of said note, so far as it respects the claim of the State on him for the 
arrearage Taxes of the said James Walker. 
James Walker is a man of general bad character. He was suspected of setting 
fire to houses in the night, breaking open stores and meat Houses; a habitual 
drunkard, and we really think him capable of any outrage for which depravity 
could prepare the human mind. 
Major Mickle lives at a distance from Camden, and surely could not have 
known the character of Walker, or he would not have been so devoid of reason 
as to have purchased him. 
November 2nct . 1829. 
Signed John 1 Parker et al. 
Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, 1829, no. 103 . 
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130 Negroe 
I Sill! 
WILL be sold at the Court Houee in Sumterville, on the fint Monday and 
days following, in April ne. t,. one hundred and fifty Negroes (or perhaps more} as 
t!Je property of Jacques ~ishop, levied on at the suit of the Bank of the State, VI 
C. C. Ca mpbell &: (',Q, and others, on the following term• to wit: Purchuen who 
may desit·e it, will be allowed a credit of one half the purehose money until the 
first day of J~.~nuary, 18.'l9, and for the balaoee, until the firat of January, 1840, 
'-an~ their giving bond and security, and a mortgage of the property. The bonds 
will bear interest from the day of sale, and Thos. Salmood, . Tbol. J. Wethers, 
anti W m. M'Willie, will have the approval of the sechrjty oiOred. of which they 
ftre to be the ~xelusive special judges. Among the above let of Negi'Oeb; there 
are ~~~everal very superior Blaeksmltha, Sboemak n , Garpentera, and Tannen • 
The above is a firat rate gang of Negi"OOI, of good char cter and well trained to 
I 
agricultural purposet; sold for no fault, but to raiee IDOfley. ·At the same time 
and place, ill be sold twenty or thirty 6nt rate MULES aDd HORSES, 1.1nd 
seversaJ WAGONS. 
Purchasen witbiog to pa cash, it wiU be received. 
. . 
P urchasers t pay for nec~ry 1)1\0A"' W. E. RICHARDSON, 
March 10, 1~ 8~1 ·''- D 
Auction broadside, Sumter, South Carolina. Owners often secured bonds, mortgages, 
and other indebtedness with slave property. Miscellaneous Broadsides Group, #OP-
2874, item 6. Southern Historical Collection, the Library of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill . 
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THE VALUE OF A LIFE-PETITION OF JOHN COACHMAN 
The South Carolina legislature faced a double-headed problem-how to dis-cipline and control the slave population without unduly penalizing the 
slaveholders. In 1712 to solve the problem, it passed Act 314 to compensate 
slaveholders for the loss of slaves who were executed for criminal offences. Pay-
ment in 1712 was set at the slave's full value; in 1714, it was limited to fifty pounds; 
in 1722, it was raised to one hundred; and in 1740, it was raised to two hundred 
current. The reimbursement, made first in pounds and later in dollars, remained 
in effect until 1865. 
John Coachman, a Georgetown District slaveholder and rice planter, was 
born in 1769 and died in 1835. He owned Ditchfield Plantation, married five 
times, and in 1830, he owned twenty slaves. In 1829, he petitioned the General 
Assembly for $122.45, the appraised value of his executed slave, Charles, who 
was also known as Charles Prioleau. 
A Magistrates and Freeholders Court had condemned Charles to death "for 
attempting to raise an insurrection among the slaves." On 23 July 1829, 
Georgetown militia captain William Vaught had learned of the proposed insur-
rection, and two slaves-Wood, who belonged to Francis Kinloch, and Charles, 
who belonged to John Coachman-were hanged for their role in plotting the 
insurrection. 
Coachman's petition was referred to committee. The Senate committee 
reported favorably, and the House accepted the Senate report. Coachman re-
ceived $122.44 because his slave "was not taken in actual rebellion." 
This petition illustrates the process owners followed to obtain compensa-
tion for slaves who were executed for criminal offenses . 
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Southern Slave Auction. Harper's Weekly, 13 July 1861, 412. LC-US262-2582. The Library 
of Congress. 
SOURCF.S 
Statutes at Large, VII, 358, 366, 403. 
United States Bureau of the Census, Population Schedule, Georgetown District, South Carolina, 1830, 209. 
George C. Rogers,jr. The History of Georgetown County, South Carolina (Columbia: University of South Carolina 
Press, 1971), 236-37, 275. 
South Carolina General Assembly, journals of the Senate and journals of the House of Representatives, 1829 . 
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Records ofthe General Assembly, Petitions, n.d., no. 1795. (Submitted to the Senate on 14 
December 1 829.) 
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Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, n.d., no. 1795. 
(Submitted to the Senate on 14 December 1829.) 
•••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••• 
50 
• 
TRANSCRIVf OF PETITION OF JOHN COACHMAN 
• 
• 
• 
•••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
To the Honorable the Speaker and Members of the House of Representatives 
of the State of South Carolina. 
The Humble petition of John Coachman of Georgetown District re-
spectfully Sheweth-
That Your 
Petitioner was the owner of a certain Negro man slave named Charles, other-
wise called Charles Prioleau which said Negro was tried by a Court of Magis-
trates and Freeholders, for attempting to raise an insurrection among the slaves 
of this State, and condemned to be hanged. That the said Court subsequent to 
the passing sentence on the said Negro but prior to his Execution, appraised 
and valued him at the sum of One hundred and twenty two dollars and forty 
five cents. And Your Petitioner further shews that the said Negro man was ex-
ecuted on the lSth· day of September, agreeably to the sentence which had been 
past upon him. 
Wherefore Your Petitioner prays that the said sum of One hundred and twenty 
two dollars and forty five cents I being the amt at which the said Court valued 
and appraised the said Negro I may be granted him. And Your Petitioner as in 
duty bound will ever pray. __john Coachman 
South Carolina Georgetown District 
Records ofthe General Assembly, Petitions, n.d., no. 1795. (Submitted to the 
Senate on 14 December 1829.) 
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At a Court of Justices & Freeholders held at Georgetown in said District 
on the 16 day of September in the year of Our Lord 1829 
Present 
wm Harvey John R Easterling Justices 
Stephen Ford Eleazer Waterman Edct T. Heriot Thos F Godard RFW Allston 
Freeholders 
The State against a Negro Man named Charles Prioleau, the property of 
John Coachman Esq' 
The Court met & proceeded to the trial of the Prisoner agreeably to the direc-
tions of the act of Assembly in that case made & provided; and after examin-
ing the Witnesses for & against the Prisoner & hearing his defence, the Court 
found him Guilty, & passed on him Sentence of Death. But, previously to 
awarding & ordering the Said Sentence to be executed Appraised & valued the 
Said Negro man Named Charles Prioleau at One hundred & twenty two dol-
lars 45 cents & directs the Sum of One hundred & twenty two dollars 45 cents 
to be paid to John Coachman Esqr. the owner of Said Negro, Agreeably to the 
Act of Assembly in that Case Made & provided. 
Certified this 17th Septr. 1829 
Wm S Harvey Q.U. & Presdt. 
Thomas. F. Goddard 
E. Waterman Freeholders 
Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, n.d., no. 1795. (Submitted to the 
Senate on 14 December 1829.) 
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UNFAIR COMPETITION: 
PETITION OF CHARLESTON WHARF OWNERS & MERCHANTS 
0 ften South Carolinians complained that free persons of color and slaves stole to support themselves. Especially targeted for criticism were slaves hir-
ing out their own time. Stealing, many reasoned, gave those slaves a way to make 
the money they needed to pay off their masters. Many also believed that trading 
with slaves encouraged theft. 
Beginning early in the colonial period, the legislature tried to restrict the prac-
tice of trading with slaves. One law directed masters to give tickets or permits to 
slaves who traded or bought goods for them. It also required shopkeepers and clerks 
to keep the permits to prove the transactions were legal. 
As this petition shows, the legislation was ineffective. The laws were rou-
tinely ignored, they were difficult to uphold, and counterfeit permits abounded. 
The petitioners complained that it was not the lawbreakers but the petitioners 
themselves who suffered because the one thousand dollar fine and twelve months 
in jail seemed of little consequence to the "men in our community whom no 
principles deter from ... a prospect of gain." The thefts cost the petitioners 
income and threatened their reputations in far off ports when the weight of 
cargo delivered fell short of its weight when first packed. 
The petitioners asked the General Assembly to choose one of two rem-
edies-either change the law or deregulate wharfage rates. The legislature could, 
they said, tighten the law that governed trade with slaves and pass a new law to 
stop free persons of color from trading in cotton and rice; or, they said, it could 
help the petitioners recoup their losses by allowing them to set their own wharf-
age rates . 
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Loading cargo. Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, 29 May 1869, 161. Picture 
Collection SCDAH. 
Although the date of this petition is not known for sure, it was submitted 
to the Senate on 3 December 1834. The General Assembly apparently took no 
action-a prudent decision considering the impact such legislation may have 
had on the local economy. 
SouRcES 
H. M. Henry, The Police Control of the Slave in South Carolina (New York: egro Universities Press, 1968. Reprint 
of 1914 edition), 79-83. 
Statutes at Large, VII, 407-8, 434-35, 454-55 . 
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To the Honorable the President and Members of the Senate of the State of South 
Carolina-
The Memorial of Sundry Wharf owners and Merchants of the City of City of 
Charleston, Humbly Sheweth, That your Memorialists have long suffered under 
the inefficiency of the Laws for the protection of the Cotton and Rice lying 
upon the Wharves of Charleston. Cotton especially from the immense quanti-
ties received, and the little injury it sustains from exposure to the weather, is 
frequently not Stored, and is always in large quantities lying upon the wharves; 
and consequently, liable to continual depredations by Slaves and free persons of 
Colour who frequent them. Unfortunately, there are men in our community, 
whom no principles deter from any traffic which may offer a prospect of gain; 
and the Laws as they exist against trafficking with Slaves, admit of Such easy 
expedients for evading their application, that they are equivalent to no laws at 
all. This traffic is rendered legal by the production of a written permit; and this 
is easily obtain'd, not only from white persons without property or Character, 
but from Slaves and free persons of Colour, who being able to write, readily 
manufacture tickets in the name of the owner or employer or any other person, 
and frequently in the name of a fictitious person. It is true, the law requires the 
Shopkeeper to prove the authenticity of the permit, but the evidence offered for 
this purpose by the accused can Seldom be rebutted by the State. The ticket is 
produced only at the trial, when it is too late to bring evidence to disprove its 
authenticity. and independently of this difficulty, should the permit be proved 
to be not authentic the Jury will always be slow to correct one who can shew the 
appearances of being deceived himself, and plead the absence of Criminal in-
tention. Nor is there any remedy against those who forge these permits. The law 
of Forgery will not apply, because it can seldom or never be proved, that any 
particular individual has sustain'd injury by the Forgery. Altho' the property is 
stolen, it is impossible to determine to whom it belongs, and thus shew the 
injury sustain'd, by which the forgery could be established, Hence, the guard 
which the Law intended to afford, by requiring a ticket to legalise trafficking 
with Slaves is utterly inefficacious. It is also required by the Laws, as they now 
exist, that the actual trade and barter shall be proved to have taken place, that 
the article was received, and the equivalent paid.-
Prosecutions are easily defeated, by ostensibly not completing the barter at the 
time the article is received. The article is received at one time and paid for at 
another; or an account is kept, and a settlement is made Some time after the 
article is received. But a Still greater defeat of the Laws on this Subject, if pos-
sible, is in requiring district proof that the illicit traffic of the Clerk of the Shop-
keeper .is sanction'd or authorised by the employer. It is vain to prosecute the 
Clerk, for he is totally irresponsible; and if convicted, will only throw expense 
upon the State: and to attempt to make him a witness against his employer; expe-
rience has proved to be equally futile. He whom poverty or a want of principle, has 
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driven to a habitual violation of the laws, cannot be trusted as a witness to 
support them; and a Law which rests upon a contrary presumption, will ever 
prove in practice a nullity. By these and many other artifices, most easily re-
sorted to, the Laws are made to afford no protection against illicit traffic with 
Slaves and free persons of colour; and Rice, and Cotton especially, to an im-
mense amount, are plundered upon our wharves; without the possibility of bring-
ing the chief offenders and instigators to justice, or of protecting ourselves; As 
startling as the fact may appear, Your Memorialists confidently believe that in 
the article of Cotton alone, not less than Five Hundred Bales are purchased in 
illicit traffic by the Shops in Charleston from Slaves and free persons of colour. 
The evil has at length gone so far, that Your Memorialists, after repeatedly en-
deavouring to right themselves by the Laws as they Stand, are now induced to 
come before Your Honourable Body for relief and protection. The Legislature of 
the State have thought proper, contrary to the great principles of free trade, 
arbitrarily to fix the rates of landing and Storage upon the wharves in Charles-
ton. 
However injurious and unjust these regulations might have been when first 
establish' d-yet Your Memorialists, are not now disposed to complain of them; 
the value of the wharves having been in Some degree graduated by these rates . 
But upon every principle of justice and equal rights, we respectfully Submit that 
the Legislature ought to do one of two things-either protect by efficacious 
Laws, the wharf owners from depredations upon the planter's property, which 
now fall exclusively on them-or leave them to protect themselves, by abolish-
ing all legislative regulations of the rates of wharfage. If the latter alternative is 
preferred, Your Memorialists will be content. It ill then be their duty as well as 
interest to put the rat s f wharfage at such a point, as shall indemnify them for 
the thefts committed. The loss will then fall where it ought to fall, upon him 
who is plundered. It is with honest pride, that Your Memorialists are enabled to 
say that hitherto the characters of the Merchants of Charleston have been so 
high in foreign parts, that the weights of an Invoice have been frequently taken 
for what it calls upon its face, without re-w igh ing or examination. But latterly 
in consequence of the depredations upon their wharves after the Cotton is 
weighed and before it is shipped, the weights have fallen short so repeatedly, 
that not only do our pecuniary interests suffer but what is of far more impor-
tance to an honest mind our characters at home and abroad are in danger of 
imputation. Your Memoralists are indeed but a small portion of the People of 
State, but we trust that we may not be deemed guilty of self exaltation in sub-
mitting that the character of a People for honor and honesty with foreign na-
tions depends more upon its merchants than any other class of its citisens. All 
the pecuniary transactions of a State with foreign powers are carried on through 
them and them alone. The character of the State is therefore deeply implicated 
in common with ours in these abuses.-Your Memorialists cannot anticipate 
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the remedies for the evils of what they Complain that Your Honourable Body in 
its enlighten' d wisdom may apply. They however trust that it will not be deemed 
indecorous to suggest to the Legislature what it appears to them will be adequate 
to the evil. First, let the formality of a ticket be dispensed with in all trafficking 
with Slaves in the two great articles of Cotton and Rice, and the penalties now 
existing against trafficking illegally with Slaves, be made to apply to all trading 
with Slaves or free persons of colour either with or without a ticket. The master 
of a Slave or the Guardian of a free person of Colour can with but little inconve-
nience accomplish any legal traffick for them in these two commodities. In Law, 
nothing that a Slave is in possession of, is his; it is his masters: and this principle 
as regards these articles, should be carried out in all traffick with Slaves. Experi-
ence has proved, that to concede the privilege of trafficking with Slaves is to 
license and encourage plundering. No Slaves or free persons of color, at least 
with us, raise these commodities, and when they Sell them the presumption is 
in fact, and ought to be in law, that they are Stolen. We would in the Second 
place respectfully suggest for the reasons we have already assigned, that all those 
who receive these commodities from Slaves or free persons of colour should be 
put upon the Same footing as those who trade for them, The evasion now so 
common of receiving the article at one time and paying for it at another, would 
then be defeated; and the presumption, which will then exist in Law will only 
be that which now exists in fact-No one receives these commodities from Slaves 
but those who trade for them. Thirdly, we think that in all trading or receiving 
in these commodities, the acts of the clerk of a Shopkeeper Should be consid-
ered as the acts of his employer who should be indictable therefor. This pre-
sumption however, should be liable to be disproved by any other person than 
the Clerk himself. Fourthly we would Submit That the forgery of tickets for trad-
ing should be suppressed by additional penalties: it should be rendered penal for 
any other person than the owner, protector or Employer of a Slave to give a 
ticket to a Slave. 
All which is respectfully Submitted to Your Honorable Body 
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First Baptist Church, 61 Church Street, Charleston, South Carolina. State Historic 
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IN PURSUIT OF LIBERTY: PETITION OF 
MOSES ffiVINE, A FREED SLAVE, BY HIS GUARDIAN 
By 1800, sensitivities over the issue of manumission in South Carolina had begun to erode the laissez faire practices followed in the proprietary and 
colonial eras. Legislation passed by the General Assembly illustrated this state of 
affairs when it directed masters who wished to manumit slaves to appear with 
the slaves before a magistrate and five freeholders to answer questions about the 
slaves' characters and their abilities to earn a living. Masters and slaves who 
satisfied the court received a certificate, which the clerk of court then recorded 
along with a deed of emancipation. 
In 1820 in response to the fear that growing numbers of free African Ameri-
cans would menace the good order of society, the General Assembly passed another 
law. This one allowed manumission only through an act of the legislature. The next 
year when the General Assembly received petitions from masters asking for free-
dom for at least forty-five slaves, it created a special committee to consider the 
requests but acted on none. 
During these anxious times, Moses Irvine tried at least twice to free his wife, 
Harriet, and their two daughters, Mary and Martha, whom he had purchased from 
Mary Roupell in 1828. The petition printed here includes two affidavits of support, 
one dated 19 October 1829 and the other dated 14 November 1836, from the pastor 
and deacons of the First Baptist Church in Charleston and one, dated 29 November 
1836, from Joseph Lynch, the grandson of Irvine's former owner. 
In the October affidavit, Dr. Basil Manly, pastor of the First Baptist Church in 
Charleston and a prominent Baptist leader who eventually became president of the 
University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa, alluded not only to the long-term impact of 
the Vesey rebellion of 1822 but also to a certain denominational rivalry. "In the 
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threatened insurrection of coloured people in this city Some years past," he 
said, "not one connected with the Baptist Church was found in any degree 
implicated." 
Despite the good standing of Irvine's supporters and his own appeal to 
patriotism based on his Revolutionary War activities, Irvine's family was not 
free when he executed his will on 15 February 1842. He left his home on Logan 
Street in trust for them, and he left other property in trust for his sister-in-law, 
Eleanor Morris, and her son, Robert Toomer. 
Entries in the federal censuses and in the free negro capitation tax books 
for Charleston, however, show their situation was irregular. Some of the entries 
also suggest that the trust Irvine set up for his family allowed them to live as if 
they were free and to prosper. The federal census for 1830 showed the family as 
living in Ward 2 of the City of Charleston. The Free Negro Capitation Book for 
1838 included an entry for Harriet Irvine, gave her address as Logan Street, and 
noted that she "were a slave." The 1843 capitation tax book included an entry 
for Irvine's daughter Mary, listed her as "now Legare," and gave her address as 
Logan Street. The census for 1850 listed a household of free persons that in-
cluded Mary Legare aged thirty-one, Jacob Legare aged forty (a painter), Harriet 
Mathews aged twenty-five, William aged two, and Owen Chatters aged thirty. 
Chatters was listed as black, the rest were shown as mulatto. 
Legislative restrictions and popular fears failed to thwart the dream of the 
aged veteran who had chosen the patriot vision of liberty and fled the British. 
For with ingenuity and community support, Moses Irvine had made it possible 
for his family eventually to live as though they were free . 
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To the Honorable the Senate of South Carolina, The humble petition of 
Moses Irvin a free man of colour, by his guardian L.H. Kennedy. 
Shewith: That he was born a slave and in his youth served Gen. Marion as a 
hired servant, and attended on him at various times during the war of the Revo-
lution and particularly during the siege of Charleston- That with other slaves he 
was sent after the fall of Charle ton to a plantation Near Nelsons Ferry: Where 
he was seized by the British and carried to the upper parts of the State: That on 
their return he escaped from them near Col Thompson' and made his way at 
the risk of his life to his master Mr. Irvin; who afterwards gave him his freedom, 
as a reward for his faithful services-
That he married a woman that was a slave-; and that by the savings of his 
long labors, he has since purchased his wife, and has two children, which she has 
born him: That he and his wife are far advanced in years, and is rendered very 
unhappy by the situation of his children, who are the persons that he would leave 
what little he has to, but who are in danger of being seized after he is dead as vacant 
property-and confiscated to the use of the State. 
Your Petitioner humbly asks your attention to his appeal to your humanity-and 
begs even to refer to the testimonials of many honorable gentlemen who have certified 
to his good conduct and subordinate demeanor during his whole life: and to the testi-
monial of the lady from whom he purchased his wife to the same purport And prays 
that you would be pleased to sanction his children's freedom by allowing them to follow 
the consideration of their father-
State of South Carolina 
City of Charleston 
The subscribers, having understood that Moses Irvine, a free man of Colour 
is about to petition the Legislature to grant the emancipation of his wife and 
two small children, beg leave to state, that the Said Moses Irvine has been a 
member of the Baptist Church in Charleston since the year 1790; that during a 
great part of that time he has been authorized by the Church to teach and ex-
hort the coloured People-and that in this Capacity as well as in every other, 
whether publick or private, in which he has been called to act he has behaved 
himself with such propriety as to secure the confidence and esteem of the Church 
and of those who know him. They believe the statement, which he makes in his 
petition, of events which transpired during the Revolution to be correct.-
The Subscribers also state, that his wife, Harriet, lately the servant of Miss 
Roupell, is also a member of this church, of good standing and character, and 
esteemed by the Church.-
It is with pleasure further added, that the Salutary influence of example 
from the leading coloured members of this church has been such, that in the 
threatened insurrection of coloured people in this city some years past, not one 
connected with the Baptist Church was found in any degree implicated.-
• 
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The Subscribers therefore hope that if the Legislature in their wisdom, should 
think it safe in any instance to depart from those laws which heretofore have 
been enacted and are now in force, on the Subject of emancipation, they may 
do so in favour of their present Petitioner, 
October 19th A.D. 1829 
Basil Manly, Pastor 
Of the Bapt Chh in Charlesn. 
Wm Inglesby, Deacon 
Robt Brodie, Deacon 
AC Smith, Deacon 
Oliver Fuller R Heriot Edward G Sass Joseph R Cowen John H Jeffords 
W. Riley Charles M Furman Peter G Gerard Thomas B Swift 
Charleston November 14. 1836 
The Subscriber would state that since the date above written, Moses Irvine 
has continued the same work of good order, which the tenor of his life would 
lead his friends to expect. His uniform regard to truth justifies me in stating that 
in my opinion reliance can be placed in any thing he would say concerning 
facts which transpired within his own observation.-! have seen a certificate of 
his former owner, respecting his age, by which it would appear that he is not 
less than 75 years of age at present.-
B. Manly. 
Pastor of Bap. Ch. 
Charleston Nvm 29th 1886 
My dear Sir 
The Bearer of this was an old and faithful servant of my Grandfather. I have 
frequently been on his knee during my boy-hood, and my recollections of him as 
referred to that period of life are strong as to the excellence & goodness of his 
character- Since having obtained his freedom I believe thirty years ago from my 
Grandfather his conduct as a member of the community has been unimpeachable. 
If you can aid in the attainment of what he so ardently desires, as set forth in his 
petition, you would confer the greatest happiness on him: and I presume no seri-
ous objection or opposition would be made to it on the score of policy-Wishing 
you a pleasant session-! remain Dear Sir 
Very Sincerely Your's 
Jos Lynch 
Records of the General As embly, Petitions, 1836, no. 4 . 
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DANGER OF FRATERNIZATION: 
THE STATE vs EZRA ENTZMINGER 
T he fear of slave insurrection fueled the enactment of several statutes restricting the extra curricular activities of slaves. As early as 1740, the colony 
prohibited large gatherings of African Americans but made exceptions for reli-
gious instruction, weddings, and funerals. The chore of dispersing illegal assem-
blages fell to the patrol. 
The patrol, organized at the militia beat level, consisted of a group of citizens 
who were authorized to patrol the neighborhood and enforce the various slave 
restrictions. In particular, it looked for slaves who had left their plantations or farms 
without a legitimate pass and for gatherings that could become breeding grounds 
for insurrection. The law required all citizens to help the patrol conduct its duties. 
Often the zeal with which the patrol broke up a meeting or "corrected" slaves, 
however, became a source of contention with others in the community. 
Ezra Entzminger was born about 1800 in northern Richland District. He 
lost his father at an early age and presumably was reared by his older half broth-
ers. Entzminger became a successful farmer just across the border in Fairfield 
District, acquiring both slaves and land. By 1840, he owned eleven slaves. In 
1860, he owned real estate valued at $3400 and a personal estate valued at over 
$12,000. He married after he was fifty years old. Records show he had died by 
1880 and at that time, his wife and children were still living in Fairfield County. 
This document sheds light on some of the complex relationships that ex-
isted in slaveholding South Carolina. Foremost is the patrol captain's charge 
that Entzminger and his friends protected the African Americans from the pa-
trol and threatened violence against it-it was unusual for individuals to inter-
fere directly with the patrol when it was carrying out its legal obligations. 
• 
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Sea Island plantation dwelling. Harper's New Monthly, November 1878, 851. Picture 
collection, SCDAH. 
There is also the suggestion that the social relationship Entzminger and his 
friends had with the slaves ran counter to community standards-generally, the 
community believed that dancing and socializing with slaves was tantamount 
to endowing them with a social status that equalled the slaveowners' . 
The four men were charged with rioting and interfering with the patrol. In 
January of 1843, a jury found them guilty, and each man received a fine of fifty 
dollars and a jail term of one week. 
SOURCES 
A.M. Henry, The Police Control of the lave in South Carolina (New York: egro Universities Press, 1968. Reprint 
of 1914 edition), 28-34. 
United States Bureau of the Cen us, Population chedules, Fairfield District, South Carolina, 1840, 155; 
1860, 227A; 1880, 196B. 
Richland District, Records of the Probate Judge, Estate Papers, Box 9, Package 202. 
Fairfield District, Court of General Sessions, Criminal Journals, 1840-43 . 
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South Carolina 
Fairfield District 
To any Lawful constable of said district 
Whereas information and complaint have been this day made before me Josiah 
Hinnant Magt F.D by Henry Dickson John Haygood Hampton Wooten James Hall 
& Mathew Wooten that on Saturday night last at 1 oclock in the morning in the 
said Dist of Fairfield they were discharging the duty of patrol at which said hour 
they arrived at the house of Era Entzminger where they found an unlawful assem-
blage of negros perhaps fifty in number which unlawful assemblage were protected 
by said Ezra Entzminger they also found Samuel Newman John Johnson and John 
Crim dancing with the negros and that Samuel Newman and John Crim also par-
took in protecting said Negros and made threats of violence agains said patrol against 
the peace of the state. these are therefore to require you to apprehend the said Ezra 
Entzrningr Sarnl Newman John Johnson and John Crim and bring them before me 
or some other magistrate of sd Dist. To answer to said Complaint and to be further 
dealt with as the law directs. Given under my hand and Seal this 11th day of Sept 
1842 
Josiah Hinnant Magt 
F.D. 
Records of Fairfield County, South Carolina, Court of General Sessions, Indictments, No. 67, 
1843 . 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
77 
TRANSCRIPT OF THE STATE vs EZRA ENTZMINGER 
• 
• 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • •••••••••••• 
South Carolina Fairfield District 
Personally came before me Henry Dick capt patrol John Haygood Hampton 
Wooten James Hall Mathew Wooten and makes oath that on last night at 1 
oclock Sunday morning they went to the residence of Ezra Entzminger in the 
discharge of patrol duty when they found an assemblage of negroes (they think 
SO in number) employed in fidling & dancing and when they the said patrol 
arrived the negros were protected by Era Entzminger & threats of violence against 
the patrole the said patrole further state that there were other three men present 
dancing with the negros viz Samuel Newman]ohn]ohnson &John Crim Samuel 
Newman protected a negro girl in his arms - and one of Era Entzminger' negros 
gave John Crim a stick with which he threatend violence on ]as Hall and Saml 
Newman had a large rock in his with which he threatend violence against said 
patrole 
John Crim swore that he would Kill that d-d Hall 
Sworn to before me 
Sept 11th 1842 
Josiah Hinnant Magt F D 
H W Dickson 
]ames Hall 
DC Haigood 
Hampton Wooten 
Matthew Wooten 
Records of Fairfield County, South Carolina, Court of General ession , Indictments, No. 67, 
1843 . 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• •• • •• • ••••••••• 
78 
• 
• 
••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
: THE DISSOLUTION OF A FAMILY: 
• 
• THE HUMBLE PETITION OF ELISHA BLACKMON 
• 
• 
T he law allowing emancipation only through the legislature caused many prob-lems for slave owners who had children by their female slaves, for the legisla-
ture was disinclined to approve the many requests it received each year. Between 
1820 and 1841, slave owners could transport their slaves to non-slave-holding states, 
where they could be emancipated. Once free, however, the ex-slaves could not 
return to South Carolina. In 1841, the General Assembly closed this loophole by 
declaring void any deed, bequest, or trust designed to emancipate slaves this way. 
Samuel McCorkle was born before 1775. He obtained a 500-acre grant in 
Lancaster District in 1812 and added another 286 acres in 1821. The 1820 census 
lists him as over forty-five and the only white person in his household. He owned 
an adult female slave and four slaves under fourteen. No records have surfaced to 
suggest he was married or had children other than the slaves he named in his will. 
McCorkle's 1837 will stipulated that his slaves John, Bob, Lund, and Isaac 
should be hired out to pay his debts, that his African American woman, Lydia, 
should get most of his personal belongings, and that she should be allowed to work 
to support herself and her two youngest children, Simpson and Harriet. He also 
arranged for the emancipation of all seven. The will did not mention his paternity . 
To carry out McCorkle's wishes, Elisha Blackmon petitioned the legislature 
on 8 November 1839 for the emancipation of McCorkle's slaves. In December 
the legislature rejected it. 
Early in 1844, a cousin, Milly Gordon, filed suit in the Court of Equity as 
McCorkle's next of kin. Elisha Blackmon, she claimed, had taken over McCorkle's 
property and slaves, had allowed the slaves to live as though free, and had large 
sums in trust for them. She asked the court to void McCorkle's bequest to the 
• 
• 
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Sale of a slave family, Virginia, 1861. fllustrated London News. The Valentine Museum, 
Richmond, Virginia. 
slaves and to turn his estate over to her. The court ruled that unless Blackmon 
could obtain legislative emancipation, Gordon was entitled to the slaves and to the 
proceeds from their hire. On S December 1845, Blackmon petitioned the General 
Assembly for a second time. A week later, it rejected that petition. 
On 2 February 1846, Samuel McCorkle's slave children were sold at a sheriff's 
sale. Numerous and distant heirs had come forward, and the proceeds were 
distributed among them. 
SOURCES 
United States Bureau of the Census, Population Schedules, Lancaster District, 1820, 183. 
South Carolina Secretary of State, State Land Grants, Vol. 56, 416. 
Lancaster District, Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deeds, Vol. K., 286. 
South Carolina General Assembly: Petitions, 1839, No. 34; Journal of the House of Representatives, 1845, 98, 
182. 
Lancaster District, Court of Equity, Decree Book, 1837-1868. 124--30, 134--36 . 
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To the Honorable the Senate & House of Representatives of the State of South 
Carolina 
The humble petition of Elisha Blackmon sheweth unto your Honble Body 
that Samuel McCorkle late of Lancaster District died about the Year 1839 leav-
ing an estate of negroes to be disposed of according to his last Will & testament 
in the following manner-to wit_ "After the foregoing directions to my Ex-
ecutors (which concern the payment of his debts by hiring the negroes) I do 
further direct that my Executors Apply to the Legislature of the State of South 
Carolina and use their best endeavours with the same to procure the Emanci-
pation of them all that is my Negros that is named Lydia and her Children 
Named John Bob Lund Isaac Simpson & Harriet and should they fail to pro-
cure the Emancipation of them in this State then and in such Case I direct my 
Executors to transport all of them to the Nearest nonholding Slave State in the 
United States or to the Free Colony in Africa if they Choose to Go their to live; 
I will that my Executor shall hire them out for such length of time as will Raise 
a sum of money sufficient to pay of all Reasonable Expenses for to accomplish 
the same my Design and for to Compensate them for their trouble & Expence 
in the executing of this my Will and testament"-
After the above; directions are given concerning the care the children 
should take of Lydia the mother the distribution of of the household furniture 
& what articles to be sold for payment of debts: after which comes the follow-
ing to wit_ "I have Relations and Kindred, but it is not my Will that they or 
any of them should Enjoy any part of the Property-! may die possessed of-
and lastly I do hereby constitute & do appoint Thos Small Sen' Elisha Blackmon 
Abrm [Ruben?] Executors of this my last Will and testament"-
Your Petitioner further sheweth that he qualified as Executor under the will 
& took upon himself the execution thereof but has been considerably harassed & 
prevented from executing the desires & intentions of his testator by bills filed 
against him in the Court of Equity, & suits instituted in the Same Court by per-
sons representing themselves to be the next of kin of said M-Corkle- That Amos 
Blackmon and Raliegh Hammond have filed a bill against your Petitioner as Ex-
ecutor in the name of one Milly Gordon who is repesented as the next of kin & 
who as it is said sold her interest to the said Blackmon & Hammond for the sum of 
one dollar 
Your Petitioner further sheweth that the said bill in the name of Milly 
Gordon attempted to set aside the will on the ground that it was contrary to 
the laws of the State & it was then advised by the Chancellor that your Peti-
tioner should at the next session petition your Honble Body agreeably to the 
directions of sd will emancipate sd negroes & that sd M Corkle left no next of 
kin, but those very remote, not nearer perhaps than second cousins-and that 
if said Blackmon & Hammond recover; the next of kin will not be benefitted 
but by the trifling sum of the one dollar aforesaid-
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And your Petitioner further sheweth that the said negroes viz Bob John 
Lun Isaac Simpson & Harriet are notoriously the offspring of the body of the 
said McCorkle (deed) Your Petitioner has often heard him say so & furthermore 
that it was one of strongest wishes of his old age to effect their emancipation-
The said negroes are of good character-not given to vice, but well be-
haved & obedient- they are all young-stout and of industrious habits-fully 
able to make a support. (Their mother Lydia having died about the time of 
Testator's death)- The said negroes are extremely anxious to have that free-
dom designed for them by their Father & to which they are justly entitled-as 
your Petitioner believes by the Laws of South Carolina 
And your Petitioner now prays your Honble Body as the Executors of Samuel 
McCorkle (deed) in as much as he was so directed by the Will & the sd negroes 
being the offspring of the body of said McCorkle-they desiring their emanci-
pation-being of good character & industrious habits & the next of kin being 
very remote & not likly to be benefitted in any event-having bartered away 
their interest-to emancipate the said negroes to wit Bob John Lun Isaac Simpson 
& Harriet in order that the purposes & directions of the last Will & testament of 
Samuel McCorkle (deed) may be carried out & accomplished by-Your Petitioner 
as his Executor- And your Petitioner will ever pray of-
Nov 24th 1845 Elisha Blackmon 
We the undersigned formerly neighbours & acquaintances of Samuel 
McCorkle (deed) do join with Elisha Blackmon his Executor in petitioning the 
Honble Senate & House of Representatives to emancipate the negroes to wit Bob 
John Lun Isaac Simpson & Harriet belonging to the Estate of said McCorkle 
believing them to be the offspring of said McCorkle-& knowing too that he 
was anxious as well as his children are now for them to be liberated Ane we-
further certify that they are of good character, well disposed & very well calcu-
lated to make a support not likely at any time to be troublesome or expensive to 
the community & to the state-
Nov 24th 1845 
Signed 
Dudley Haile et al 
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ANTHONY'S HONOR: THE STATE vs ANTHONY 
Controlling slaves was an ever-present concern in South Carolina. As early as 1690, South Carolina had established Magi trate and Freeholder courts 
to try slaves and free African Americans. Th ese were ad hoc courts. They sat only 
wh en there was a case to be heard and were convened when a magistrate sum-
moned another magistrate and three to five freeholders from the area. The sum-
moning magistrate conducted the proceedings. 
These courts had wide ranging authority. They could convict when either a 
magistrate and two freeholders or two magistrates and one freeholder agreed, 
and they could administer capital punishment. Trials were short and punish-
ment swift. In general, the decisions of the courts could not be appealed, and 
the accused had few rights. At times, slaves were condemned and punished with-
out their owner's knowledge. And even when the owners did know, there was 
little they could do to defend or protect their slaves. 
This 1848 Fairfield County case affords insights into both the personality of 
the slave Anthony and the weaknesses of the Magistrate and Freeholders court 
system. 
Anthony was a slave with an attitude. He resented the implication he had 
lied, he expected his master would as well, and, at great personal ri k, he broad-
cast h is feelings. According to testimony given by witnesses for the plaintifC 
Anthony had been abusive. There had, he had said, "been some D-d lies told 
on h im" that "his master would make some of them suffer for . . . . " 
Unfortunately for Anthony, his master carried little weight with the Magis-
trate and Freeholders Court in which he was tried for insulting Turner Turkett. 
Nicholas Wyrick was both juror and witness; only one magistrate wa li ted; and 
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Vegetable cultivation, Ashley River Plantation. Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, 19 
June 1869, 213. Picture collection, SCDAH. 
the court met at the home of Turner Turkett, the recipient of the alleged abusive 
language. Of those who were present, at least Turkett, Hinnant, Williamson, 
and the Wyricks-Jesse and Nicholas-were neighbors. In the 1850 census, all 
five men listed their occupation as "planter." 
It appears from these proceedings that it was not only white southerners 
but also African Americans who valued the notion of southern honor. 
SOURCES 
Statutes at Large, VII, 345. 
H. M. Henry, Police Control of the Slave in South Carolina (NY: Negro Universities Press, 1868. Reprint of 1914 
edition), 58-65. 
Terry W. Lipscomb and Theresa Jacobs, "The Magistrates and Freeholders Court," South Carolina Historical 
Magazine, 77(1976) 62-65. 
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Records of Fairfield County, South Carolina, Court of Magistrates and 
Freeholders, Trial Papers, 16 September 1848 . 
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South Carolina} 
Fairfield Dist } 
At a Magistrate Court Convened Turner Turkets in Fairfield 
the following freeholders were present and were duly qualified viz James Harrison 
Jesse Wyrick Nicholas Wyrick William Veal and John Broom and the court orga-
nized 
The folioing testimony was then produced Charles Williamsons Evidence 
sworn he states that some time since on the road in Daniel Nelson's lane on the 
road leading from Columbia to Winnsboro the folowing took place After some 
abusive language to Mr Turket he '5affi Anthony said there had been some D-d 
lies told on him and that his master would make some of them suffer for ffitR it 
or that some of you would have to prove it he said Mr Turket would have to 
prove it the witness thinks he Anthony refered to Mr Turket when he said some 
of you have told D-d lies The witness says that he Anthony used much abusive 
language quite unbecoming to a negro and he at lenght orderd him to shut his 
mouth Q. by Wyrick Do you think the abusive language was unprovoked A. he 
had no provocation 
Nicholas Wyrick was then qualifid Thinks he heard Anthony give Mr Turket 
the D-d lie and that he would die in his tracks rather than Mr. Turket should 
whip him he concurs in what Mr Williamson he says the conduct was alto-
gether unprovoked-The evidence was then closed The sentence of the court is 
that Anthony recieve one Hundred Lashes put on moderately 
Josiah Hinnant Magt 
James Harrison 
Jesse Wirick 
Nicholas Wirick 
Wm Veal 
]no Broom 
Records of Fairfield County, South Carolina, Court of Magistrates and Freeholders, Trial 
Papers, 16 September 1848 . 
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HOW DID MARY DIE?: THE STATE vs A DEAD BODY 
Justice is a two-edged sword. Courts dispense it not only to maintain order but also to protect citizens. 
The Court of General Sessions, among other things, investigates unexpected 
deaths. Its investigation begins with a coroner's inquisition. The coroner sum-
mons a jury to hear evidence and to render a verdict concerning the death. If the 
jury rules the death accidental, the inquiry ends; if it finds it was caused by a 
deliberate injury, the court itself will hear the case. 
This 1851 coroner's inquisition from Greenville District illustrates the diffi-
culties juries often faced when they tried to establish the cause of death. It also 
shows the physical perils many slaves faced in antebellum South Carolina. 
The lack of embalming complicated matters in this case, for the body was 
not examined until five days after burial. Though Magistrate Cox's reports indi-
cate that the jury believed "the deceased might have come to her death from 
injuries inflicted by the hands of Wesley Pattison," the decomposition of the 
body prevented it from establishing a clear cause of death. 
Little is known of the principals. The index to the 1850 South Carolina 
population schedule for Greenville District lists neither Jackson nor Wesley 
Patterson. Eight of the jurors-W. H. Cureton, Samuel Campbell, Josiah Pollard, 
John Pollard, Hampton Tollitson, John Ashmore, David McCullough, John Gar-
rison, and a Dr. F. A. Peritt-living in close proximity-are listed on the 1850 
Greenville District census . 
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Cast-iron effigy of enslaved African American, Andiron c.1790. Collection of Robert H. Mackintosh, Jr. 
(Photograph, Alexia f. Helsley). 
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21fuly 1851 in Records of Greenville County, South Carolina, Court of General Sessions, 
Coroner's Inquisitions, Box 1, c. 1849-1883 . 
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21July 1851 in Records of Greenville County, South Carolina, Court of General Sessions, 
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State of South Carolina} To any Constable 
Greenville District} of Said District 
These are to require you immediately on receipt and sight hereof to sum-
mon and warn verbally or otherwise fourteen men of Said District to be and 
appear before me Isaiah Cox Magistrate acting as Coroner for said Dist at Jack 
Pattersons in said District between the hours of Eight and ten oclock on the 12th 
of this instant Then and there to inquier upon the view of a boddy of a certain 
person there lying dead how she came to her death. Fail not herein as you will 
answer the contrary at your peril Given under my hand and sent this 11 thJuly 1851 
Isaiah Cox 
Acting as Coroner 
I have by virtue of the within warrant summoned the following men to act as 
jurors on the within inquest that is Dr Berry & Perritt, John Ashmore John Pollard 
Samuel Campbell David McCullough P. D. Cureton W. J H Cureton, John Wesfield 
Hampton TollitsonJosiah Pollard John Charles Joel Charles B. D. Garrison 
W.L.W.A Scruggs LC 
State of South Carolina} To any lawful Constable 
Greenville District} of said 
In as much as there is an inquest to be held at Jack Pattersons in said Dist 
on the 12th of this instant between the hours of eight and ten oclock on the 
boddy of a certain Person there lying dead. These are therefore to requier you to 
summon Mrs. Elizabeth Charles Mrs Pickett Belvaret Holcom Susanna Alexander 
• and Sarah Patterson to be and appear at the time and place above mentioned to 
give their evidence in the case on the part of the said State given under my hand 
and Seal this 11th July 1851 
Isaiah Cox 
Acting as Coroner 
I have summonsed all the within witnesses personally 
W L W A Scruggs L. C. 
21 July 1851 in Records of Greenville County, South Carolina, Court of General Sessions, 
Coroner's Inquis itions, Box 1, c. 1849-1883 . 
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State of South Carolina 
Greenville District 
In as much as I was informed on the 11th of this 
instant by Joel Charles that there was a negro woman found dead at Jackson 
Pattersons in said Dist. in the 7th Inst and that it was suspected that there had 
been violence used on her. 
I therefore proceded to impanel a jury and had her disintered this the 12th 
Inst which boddy was in such a State of decomposition that it was almost 
impossible to determine how she came to her death and the jury differed in 
there virdict and did not decide untill near dark at which time a part of the jury 
left the place and said they was going home I then said to the forman that he 
must make some report in the case then the balance of the Jury made the an-
nexed Report and assigned it. At about which time the balance of the Jury re-
turned but woodnot sign the report because it did not say .that negro came to 
her death by the hand of Westley Patterson given under my hand and Seal this 
12thJuly 1851 
Isaiah Cox MGD Acting as Coroner 
21 July 1851 in Records of Greenville County, South Carolina, Court of General essions, 
Coroner's Inquisitions, Box 1, c. 1849-1883 . 
•• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
100 
• 
THE STATE vs A DEAD BODY, 2 
• 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• ••••••••••••• 
South Carolina 
Greenville District 
An inquisition indented taken at Jackson Pattisons in Greenville District 
& State aforesaid the 12th day of]uly AD 1851 before Mr. Isiah Cox Magistrate 
acting as Coroner for said District upon view of the body of a negro Woman 
slave belonging to William Pattison of the State & District aforesaid, then & 
there lying dead by oaths of Drs Perritt & Berry John Ashmore John Pollard 
Samuel Campbell David McCullough P. D. Cureton W. H. Cureton John 
Westfield Hampton Tollison Josiah PollardJohn Charles Joel Charles B. D. Gar-
rison being a lawful jury of inquest who being charged & sworn to inquire for 
the State of South Carolina when & by what means the said negro Slave Mary 
came to her death upon their oaths do say that upon examination five days 
after Burial the body was in Such a state of decompostion that our examina-
tion was not entirely satisfactory but we found two marks of violence one on 
the right arm and one over the right scapula, neither of which however do we 
regard of a nature sufficient to have caused death under ordinary circumstances 
and propper treatment. But from the evidence of witnesses sworn we incline to 
the belief that there might have been violence inflicted which might have 
caused death upon the head or throat-those parts being in so great a state of 
decomposition that it was imposible to determine whether there had been 
injuries inflicted on those parts or not. The brain upon examination was found 
in such a state of putricity as to be almost in a fluid condition. The Soft parts 
about the throat having also been almost entirely destroyed by the process of 
decomposition. We therefore are of opinion that the deceased might have come 
to her death from injuries inflicted by the hands of Wesley Pattison on the 27 
ult. (Vz) or a person unknown atJackson Pattisons in State & District aforesaid. 
In witness whereof I Isiah Cox Magistrate acting as Coroner for District afore-
said and jurors aforesaid to this inquisition have interchangeably put our hands 
& seals the day & year above mentioned 
Isiah Cox MGD 
acting as Coroner 
T. A. Perritt MD 
Foreman of The jury of inquest 
21 July 1851 in Records of Greenville County, South Carolina, Court of General Sessions, 
Coroner's Inquisitions, Box 1, c. 1849- 1883 . 
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21 July 1851 in Records of Greenville County, South Carolina, Court of 
General Sessions, Coroner's Inquisitions, Box 1, c. 1849-1883 . 
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Evidence taken on the within inquisition by one Isaiah Cox Magistrate acting 
as Coroner 
Mr Jackson Patterson Sworn states that he found the negro woman dead in her 
cabbin on monday morning the 7th inst She was as well as usual on Sunday 
morning he saw a few Stripes over her Shoulders that he and his Brother Westly 
buried her the same evening said Westly Patterson told him that he had whiped 
her a short time previous 
Mrs Sarah Patterson Sworn States that she saw Westly Patterson whip the negro 
on yesterday was two weeks and that he used no other weapons than Switches 
and that the negro was as well as usual on Sunday evening the 6th inst 
Ms Elisabeth Charles Sworn Stats that she saw the dead boddy on monday the 
7th inst. that she saw no marks of violence but did not examine the boddy 
Mrs Pickett Sworn States Westly Patterson told her that he had whiped the 
negro with a handful of Sprouts and that he give her two hundred lashes She 
also states that she saw the negro after she was whiped and she complained of 
being sore 
John Holcomb Sworn States that he heard Westly Patterson say on the 27th of 
June last that he would conquer the same negro or kill her and that he Patterson 
told him that he had whiped her severely and after the negro was dead said he 
was glad of it 
21 July 1851 in Records of Greenville County, South Carolina, Court of General Sessions, 
Coroner's Inquisitions, Box 1, c. 1849- 1883 . 
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In 1852, a Marlboro District jury convicted Lewis A. f. Stubbs of murdering a slave. Stubbs 
was executed. Records of Marlboro County, South Carolina, Court of General Sessions, Indictments, 
1852, no. 485 . 
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"THOU SHALT NOT KILL": THE STATE vs L. A. J. STUBBS 
From the early-colonial period, South Carolina's laws prohibited the cruel and inhumane treatment of slaves. Slave masters could not kill or injure slaves 
or deprive them of food and clothing. Penalties varied. At first, a killing drew only 
a fine while the theft of a slave drew death. Public outcry led to passage of a law in 
the early-nineteenth century that imposed the death penalty for killing a slave. 
Exceptions existed in both law and practice. For killing in the heat of passion, the 
law required an offender to pay only a fine or spend six months in prison. Simi-
larly, the tradition of correcting slaves and punishing runaways often gave juries 
leeway in their deliberations over a killing. Some cases brought before the courts, 
however, resulted in guilty verdicts and executions. 
Lewis A. J. Stubbs (LAJ) came from a prominent family in Marlborough 
District. His grandfather, Lewis Stubbs, Sr., had acquired much land and many 
slaves, and when he died in 1845, his grandchildren benefited from the distri-
bution of his holdings. LAJ was born about 1815 to Benjamin Stubbs, the son of 
Thomas Stubbs, Sr., and Clarissa Stubbs, the daughter of Lewis, Sr. At age twenty-
one, LAJ acquired 229 acres of land. By 1840, he had ten slaves and was becom-
ing a prominent member of the community. An accumulation of debt led to the 
seizure of his land and other goods in 1844. To protect LAJ's share of his estate, 
his grandfather had conveyed LAJ's portion to Cornelius S. Newton in trust for 
LAJ's children, giving LAJ only the use of the land and property until his death. 
Included in the property were a slave named Agnes and her child, Maria, the 
probable victim in this case. 
Stubbs and his family had a history of violence. Between 1830 and 1852, twenty-
six entries for the name "Stubbs" appeared on Marlborough District's criminal docket . 
••••••••••••••••••••• ••• • •• • • ••• •• • •• • ••• • •• • •• • ••••••• • • •• 
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LAJ was charged with assault and battery in the spring of 1846; an uncle, John I. 
Stubbs, was charged with the cruel treatment of a slave in 1847. 
The 1852 murder charge against LAJ detailed a pattern of cruel and inhumane 
behavior that portrayed the institution of slavery at its worst. The behavior it ex-
posed, even if isolated, undercut the image of benevolent paternalism that the 
supporters of slavery carefully cultivated to quiet their critics. That the victim was 
only eight years old made the situation even more troubling. The jury found Stubbs 
guilty. He received the death penalty and was hanged on 6 January 1853. 
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The State of South Carolina } 
Marlborough District } To wit: 
At a Court of Sessions, begun to be holden in and and for the District of 
Marlborough, in the State of South Carolina, at Marlborough Court House, in 
the District and State aforesaid, on the second Monday in October, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty two 
The Jurors of and for the District aforesaid, in the State afore aid, That is to say: 
Upon their oaths, Present, that Lewis A. J. Stubbs, of the District of 
Marlborough in the State of South Carolina, not having the fear of God before 
his eyes, but being moved and seduced by the instigation of the devil, and of his 
malice aforethought, contriving and intending, feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, 
deliberately and of his malice aforethought, to chain, confine, beat, whip, starve, 
expose, kill and murder a certain negro girl slave named Maria, of tender years, 
the property of one Cornelius Newton (Sometimes called Cornelius S. Newton) 
(the said Slave Maria being in the possesion and under the management & con-
trol of the said Lewis A.]. Stubbs) on the first day of May in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty two, and on divers other days and times 
between that day and the fourth day of August in the same year last aforesaid, 
with force and arms, at Marlborough Court House, in the District and State 
aforesaid, in and upon the said Slave Maria in the peace of God and of the said 
State, then and there being, feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, deliberately and 
of his malice aforethought, did make divers assaults; and that the said Lewi A. 
]. Stubbs, on the said first day of May in the year last aforesaid, and on the said 
divers other days and times between the said first day of May and the said fourth 
day of August in the arne year last aforesaid, at Marlborough Court House afore-
said in the District and State afore aid, one heavy chain of the value of fifty 
cents to, upon and around the neck of the said Slave Maria, with a heavy Pad-
lock, feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, deliberately, and of his malice afore-
thought, did fa ten; and on the said first day of May in the year last aforesaid, 
and on the said divers other days and times between the said first day of May 
and the said fourth day of August in the same year last aforesaid, did chain and 
confine felon the said Lewi A.]. Stubbs, the said lave Maria, exposed, naked, 
and un overed, to a block and billet of wood, to po ts, to trees and to a horse 
running at large in the enclosure of him the said Lewi A.]. tubbs, feloniously, 
wilfully, maliciously, deliberately and of his malice aforethought, did chain and 
confine; and that the said Lewis A.]. tubbs, on the said fir t day of May, in the 
year last afore aid, and on the aid diver other day and time between the 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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said first day of May and the said fourth day of August, in the same year last 
aforesaid, with sticks and with switches, of no value (which said sticks and 
switches he the said Lewis A.]. Stubbs in his right hand then and there, and on 
the said divers other days and times, had and held, and with both the hand and 
feet of him the said Lewis A.]. Stubbs, then and there, and on the said divers 
other days and times, in and upon the head, neck, breast, stomach, back, sides, 
buttocks and legs of her the said Slave named Maria, then and there, and on the 
said divers other days and times, feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, deliberately 
and of his malice aforethought did beat, whip, strike and kick, giving to the said 
Slave Maria, then and there, and on the said divers other days and times, as well by 
the chaining and confining as aforesaid, as also by the beating, whipping, striking 
and kicking, the said Slave Maria as aforesaid, in and upon the head, neck, breast, 
stomach, back, sides, buttocks and legs of the said Slave Maria, with the sticks and 
switches (so as aforesaid by the said Lewis A.]. Stubbs, then and there and on the 
said divers other days and times, in his right hand had and held) and with both the 
hands and feet of him the said Lewis A.]. Stubbs, several wounds and bruises; and 
that the Said Lewis A. ]. Stubbs on the said first day of May, in the year last afore-
said, and on the said divers other days and times between the said first day of May 
and the said fourth day of August in the same year last aforesaid, at Marlborough 
Court House aforesaid, in the District and State aforesaid, feloniously, wilfully, 
maliciously, deliberately and of his malice aforethought, did neglect, omit, and 
refuse to give and administer, and to permit and suffer to be given and adminis-
tered to her the said Slave named Maria sufficient clothing, covering, meat and 
drink necessary for the health, sustenance, support and maintenance of the body 
of her the said Slave named Maria; By means of which said chaining, confining, 
beating, whipping, wounding bruising, and exposure, and also of such neglecting 
and refusing to give and administer and to permit and suffer to be given and ad-
ministered, to her the said slave named Maria, such clothing, covering, meat and 
drink, as were sufficient and necessary for the health, sustenance, support and 
maintenance of her the said Slave named Maria, She the said Slave named Maria, 
from the said first day of May, in the year last aforesaid, until the said fourth day of 
August in the same year, at Marlborough Court House aforesaid, in the District and 
State aforesaid, did languish, and languishing did live; on which said fourth day of 
August, in the year last aforesaid, the said Slave named Maria, at Marlborough 
Court House aforesaid, in the District and State aforesaid, of the said chaining, 
confinement, beating, whipping, starving, exposure, want of necessary clothing, 
covering, meat and drink, died: And so the Jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths afore-
said, do say, that the said Lewis A.]. Stubbs, the said Slave named Maria, in manner 
and force aforesaid, feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, deliberately and of his malice 
aforethought did kill and murder against the force of the act of the General Assem-
bly of The said State in such case made and provided, and against the peace and 
dignity of the same State aforesaid . 
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And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid, do further Present, That 
the said Lewis A. J. Stubbs of the District of Marlborough, in the State of South 
Carolina, not having the fear of God before his eyes, but being moved and seduced 
by the instigation of the devil, on the first day of May in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty two, and on divers other days and times between 
the said first day of May and the fourth day of August, in the same year last afore-
said, with force and arms, at Marlborough Court House, in the District and State 
aforesaid, in and upon a certain negro girl Slave named Maria of tender years, to 
wit, of the age of eight years, the property of one Cornelius ewton (some times 
called Cornelius S. Newton) (The said Slave Maria, being in the possesion and un-
der the management and control of him the said Lewis A.]. Stubbs) in the peace of 
God and of the said State then and there being feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, 
deliberately, and of his malice aforethought, did make divers assaults; and that he 
the said Lewis A. J. Stubbs, on the said first day of May, in the year last aforesaid, 
and on the said divers other days and times between the said first day of May and 
the said fourth day of August in the same year last aforesaid, at Marlborough Court 
House aforesaid in the District and State aforesaid, one chain of the value of fifty 
cents, about the neck of her the said Slave Maria, then and there, and on the said 
divers other days and times between the said first day of May and the said fourth 
day of August, in the same year last aforesaid, feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, 
deliberately and of his malice aforethought, did fix and fasten and that the said 
Lewis A. J. Stubbs, with the chain aforesaid, her the said Slave named Maria, then 
and there and on the said divers other days and times between the said first day of 
May and the said fourth day of August in the same year last aforesaid, feloniously, 
wilfully, maliciously, deliberately and of his malice aforethought did choak, suffo-
cate and strangle, of which said choaking, suffocating and strangling, she the said 
Slave named Maria, from the said first day of May, in the year last aforesaid, until 
the said fourth day of August in the same year, at Marlborough Court House afore-
said, in the District and State aforesaid, did languish and languishing did live; on 
which said fourth day of August in the year last aforesaid the aid Slave named 
Maria, at Marlborough Court House aforesaid, in the District and State aforesaid, of 
the said choaking, suffocating and strangling, died: And so the Jurors aforesaid, 
upon their oaths aforesaid, do say that the said Lewis A.]. Stubbs, the said Slave 
named Maria, in manner and force aforesaid, feloniously, wilfully, maliciously, de-
liberately and of his malice aforethought did kill and murder, again t the force of 
the Act of the General Assembly of the said State in such case made and provided, 
and against the peace and dignity of the said State aforesaid. 
Hanna 
So1• E. Ct. 
Records o{Marlboro County, outh arolina, Courto{General Ses ion , Indictments, 1852, no. 485 . 
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The Prisoner having been found guilty, the Sentence of the Court is, that 
h e be remanded to the Jail of Marlboro district, there to be kept prisiner, in close 
custody untill the first friday in January next; and on that day, between the 
hours of 10 AM and three PM, at a place of public execution he be hanged by 
the neck untill h is body is dead . 
Edward Frost 
Records of Marlboro County, South Carolina, Court of General Sessions, Indictments, 1852, no. 485 . 
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I arrested the within 
named L A J Stubbs and 
took him before 
James H Bolten & 
he was committed 
to jail Aug 6th, 1852 
B F McGilvray 
SMD 
Entry 95 
service 80 
4 miles 20 
$1.98 
State of South Carolina 
Marlborough District 
B. F. McGilvray 
Sheff 
Entered Aug 6th 1852 
B F McGilvray 
By ]as A Bolton Coroner for the District To B F McGilvray 
Shff. of said District. Whereas by inquisition by me held on the 6th day of 
August 1852 over the dead body of Maria a negro girl the the property of C 
Newton Trustee of LA J Stubbs & children the Jury empowered for that purpose 
returnd their verdict that the said Negro was feloniously killed by Lewis A J 
Stubbs of the district and state aforesaid by blows & Exposure Long continued 
of which she died on Wensday the fourth day of this month. 
These are theirfore to command you forthwith to apprehend L A J Stubbs 
and bring him before me to be dealt with according to Law 
Given under my hand & seal this the 6th day of August 1852 
]as A Bolton 
Coroner 
Records ofMarlboro County, South Carolina, Courto(General Sessions, Indictments, 1852, no. 485 . 
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TO LIVE AS IF FREE: 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COLORED POPULATION 
T h e practice of allowing slaves themselves to seek jobs or employment in return for payment to their owners, either of a set fee or of a percentage of 
wages earned, was a time-honored tradition. It was also a source for complaints. 
In theory, it allowed slave owners to earn cash from the labor or skills of the 
slaves they were unable to employ productively in their households. In prac-
tice, it presented various and sometimes dangerous problems. For it undermined 
the strict controls the various slave laws called for. Slaves who hired out their 
time were issued general tickets or passes and usually provided their own room 
and board. They were away from their owners and out of their direct control. 
The practice was used most often in urban areas like Charleston where 
slaves who were skilled carpenters, cabinetmakers, tailors, brickmasons, and 
mechanics were highly sought. The pool of cheap labor it created competed 
directly with the towns' white laborers, tradesmen, artisans, and mechanics, 
whose resentment of the slaves only grew when many of them masqueraded as 
free persons of color. In fact, the practice became a way to grant de facto free-
dom after the 1820 law restricting manumissions was passed. 
This report was made by a committee of the General Assembly on several 
petitions filed by or on behalf of white mechanics and laborers. Their griev-
ances were similar to those embodied in the presentments of district grand ju-
ries over the years. They complained that although it had been prohibited for 
years, the practice of slaves hiring out their time continued. They urged the 
General Assembly to follow their suggestions to correct the problem. The com-
mittee, however, did nothing. "We are, 11 it said, "a slaveholding people habitu-
ated to slave labor. 11 Two years down the road, this habit would lead to war. 
• 
• 
• 
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Cotton was king in antebellum South Carolina. Ballou's Pictorial, 2lfune 1856, 385. Picture 
Collection, SCDAH. 
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House of Representatives 
Columbia Deer 7th 58 
The Committee on Colored Population to whom was referred The Petition 
of the South Carolina Mechanics Association of Charleston, also the Petition of 
the Mechanics & Working men of the City of Charlestown, also The Memorial 
of the Charleston Mechanics Society also the Presentment of the Grand Jury for 
Charleston Fall Term 1858, the three first "praying the passage of an Act more 
effectually to prevent slaves from hiring their own time", and the latter recom-
mending measures for the prevention of this evil"-also, "a Bill to prevent Slaves 
from hiring out their own time and carrying on Mechanical pursuits on their 
own account"; also "a Bill to prevent Negroes from carrying on Mechanical pur-
suits", ask leave to Report: That they haven given to this subject all the atten-
tion, which its gravity and importance demand, the various papers together 
with the Bills referred, aim at the same object, and your Committee in taking 
them up conjointly and making a jenera! Report, think they will most fully 
discharge their duty and subserve 11ie public good-The Act of Assembly 1822 
Acts page 73 provided that no owner should hire to any male Slave his own time 
and that if any such slave be so permitted to hire out his own time, he should be 
liable to seizure and forteiture in the same way as Slaves coming into the State 
contrary to Law. 
The Act of Assembly 1849, provided that the Act of Assembly 1822 should 
be so altered and amended as that it should not be lawful for any person owning 
or having in charge any male or female slave to permit such slave to hire his or 
her time labor or service and any person owning or having in charge a Slave or 
Slaves so offending shall be liable to a penalty of $50-to be recovered by Indict-
ment one half to the informer and the other to the use of the District and re-
pealed all provisions theretofore made in relation to the said offence. 
One of the Bills before your Committee founded on the Petitions Memori-
als & other papers referred, proposes the same inhibition as contained in the Act 
of Assembly 1849 and super Adds that the said slaves shall not "carry on any 
mechanic or handicraft Trade in the name or on account of such slaves or as 
contractor going from place to place", It is manifest that the superadded words 
add nothing to the inhibition, they constitute merely a specification of one 
mode of a slave's hiring out his own time. The words in the previous clause are 
ample enough to cover the specifications & the addition only tends to weaken 
the force of the inhibition 
The second clause of this Bill proposes to render the hirer as well as the 
owner or person in charge of the Slave liable-and the third clause increases the 
penalty from $50 to $100, but gives no part to the informer, so that to sum up, 
the only change in the law proposed by this Bill is to include the hirer, to raise the 
penalty & to prevent the informer from getting a part of it. The other Bill before 
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your Committee to prevent Negroes from carrying on mechanical pursuits is 
somewhat different from the former Bill-It prohibits the owner from permit-
ting his slave to carry on any mechanical pursuit, undertaking contracts, either 
on his own account or as agent of his owner or employer-and declares void 
any contract he shall so make-thus the Bill proposes only to punish the owner 
or person having charge of the slave who shall permit his Slave to carry on 
business on contract, by fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the Judge-
So much of this Bill as includes anything done by the Negro on his own ac-
count is clearly within the law as it now stands and the only alteration pro-
posed is that no slave shall bind his master in any contract which he shall make 
on his own account, for it is too clear for the doubt which the Bill implies, that 
a contract made with a slave himself is absolutely void. 
Neither of these Bills seem to the Committee to reach the object which 
they seek to attain. The evil complained of is that Slaves are permitted to go at 
large, exercising all the priviliges of free persons, making contracts, doing work 
and in every way living and conducting themselves as if they were not slaves-
It seems to the Committee that the evil is the same, whether the slave so work-
ing out on his own account as a mechanic or hand craftsman, a stevedore, a 
laborer, a Porter, drayman or anything else. The evil is he buys the controul of 
his own time from his owner-By the payment of a stipulated amount of wages, 
he avoids the discipline & surveillance of his master and is seperated from his 
observation and superintendence-We agree fully with the Memorialists, who 
complain of this evil-but the ground is much more general than the specific 
one set up in these Bills. The evil lies in the breaking down of the relations 
between Master and Slave-the removal of the slave from the masters disci-
pline & control and the assumption of freedom & independence on the part of 
the slave, the idleness, disorder & crime which are consequential and the ne-
cessity thereby created for additional police regulations for keeping them in 
subjection and order and the trouble and expense which these involve. 
Yet there is something to be said in relation to carrying this principle into 
effect We are as a slave holding people habituated to slave labor - slave labor 
constitutes and ought to constitute the bulk of the agricultural and domestic 
labor of our State. Yet we have Towns & villages where ordinary labor is to be 
performed which can be done by either white or negro hands. we are accus-
tomed to black labor and it would create a revolution to drive it away. The 
domestic servants most of the common laborers & Porters, Draymen, waggoners, 
cartmen and on the seaboard the Stevedores are mostly Negroes-but they all 
are included in the general inhibition of the acts of 1822 & 1849-yet it would 
be impossible to have this sort of slave labor, if there must be a contract with 
the owner for every specific job; as for instance the transportation of a load in 
a wagon or dray, the carrying of a passenger trunk to or from a Rail Road . 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• •• ••• •• •••• • • •••••••••••••• 
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The subject therefore is full of difficulty and until you can change the direc-
tion of the public prejudice, prepossession & habit, you never can enforce a law 
which conflict with them. 
To carry out the provisions of the Acts of Assembly 1822 & 1849 to the full, 
would be to drive away all slave labor from any employment in the Towns & 
villages of the State except domestics etc so that there must be inevitably an 
exception to the Rule which prohibits the slave working out as in the case of 
licensed draymen carters wagoners stevedors Porters etc There is certainly a de-
fect in the law as it now stands. The hirer should be made alike liable to the 
penalty with the owners in the inhibited cases for clearly if you cut off the de-
mand you extinguish the supply. 
With these views your Committee are of opinion that the best mode of 
• reaching the evil will be to make the exceptions indicated, to include the hirer 
as well as the owner, and to put the subject under the control of the magistrates 
throughout the State and require them to report to the Attorney General and 
solicitors all violations of the law on this subject for punishment. 
• 
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Slave cabin, Old House Plantation, Charleston County, South Carolina. State Historic Preservation 
Office, National Register of Historic Places, SCDAH. 
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IN SEARCH OF STABILITY: PETITION OF LUCY ANDREWS 
W hile most slaves dreamed and sang of freedom, Lucy Andrews of Lancaster County presented the General Assembly with an anomaly when, in 1859, 
she submitted the first of at least four petitions asking to enter servitude. As the 
daughter of a white woman and an African American slave, she had never been 
enslaved. Although several committees reported on her petition favorably, the 
General Assembly took no action. 
Records show that some time in 1860 Andrews had a baby-possibly the Emily 
mentioned in her 1861 petition-and by 1863 she had at least two children. The 
1860 census for Lancaster County lists her as a sixteen-year-old childless mulatto 
living in the household of Henry H. Duncan and his wife. Duncan witnessed her 
1860 petition and was, according to a later petition, her choice for slave master. 
The 1850 census lists a six-year-old girl named L. Reaves along with the 
family of John D. Andrews and his wife, Elizabeth H. Andrews. Elizabeth, who 
was Andrews' second wife, died in March 1854. His first wife, Lucy, had died in 
June 1833. The similarities in timing, age, and name suggest that L. Reaves was 
also Lucy Andrews. 
Lucy Andrews disappeared from the public records after she submitted her 
third petition in 1863. Her words describing the uncertainty and loneliness she felt 
as young free person in Lancaster District, South Carolina, however, live on. 
SouRCES 
South Carolina General Assembly: journal of the House, 30 November 1859; journal of the Senate, 28 Novem-
ber 1860, 20 November 1861, and 25 November 1863; Petitions, 1861, no. 17 and 1863, no. 11; Committee 
Reports, n .d., No. 2535 and n.d. , No. 2534. 
United States Bureau of the Census, Population Schedules, Lancaster County, South Carolina: 1850, 193; 1860, 209 . 
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To the Honorable the Senate, and House of Representatives, of the Legislature, 
of the State of South Carolina. 
The humble Petition of Lucy Andrews, a free Person of color, would respectfuly 
represent unto your Honorable Body, that she is now seventeen years of age, 
(and the Mother of an Infant Child) being a Descendant, of a White Woman, 
and her Father a Slave; That she is dissatisfied with her present condition being 
compelled to go about from place to place, to seek employment for her support, 
and not permitted to stay at any place, more than a week, or two, at a time, no 
one caring about employing her-That she expects to raise a family, and will 
not be able to support them. That she sees, and knows, to her own sorrow, and 
regret, that Slaves are far more happy, and enjoy themselves far better, than she 
does, in her present isolated condition of freedom; and are well treated, and 
cared for by their Masters, whilst she is going about, from place to place, hunt-
ing employment for her support That she cannot enjoy herself situated as she 
now is, and prefers Slavery, to freedom, in her present condition. Your Peti-
tioner therefore prays, that your Honorable Body, would enact a law, authoriz-
ing, and permitting her, to go voluntarily, into Slavery, and select her own Mas-
ter; and your Petitioner will, as in duty bound, ever pray &c-
In the presence of 
J. R. Trusdel 
A.E. Rutledge 
H. H. Duncan 
] 35 Vinson 
her 
Lucy X Andrews 
mark 
We the undersigned Citizens of Lancaster District, are well acquainted with the 
Petitioner, Lucy Andrews, and believe the facts stated in the Petition to be true, 
and we are well satisfied in our own minds, that the Petitioner would be in a far 
better condition, in a State of Slavery, than in a State of freedom-and that her 
Petition ought to be granted-
Signed Joseph Clark et al . 
Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, n.d., no. 2811. (Submitted to the House on 30 
November 1859.) 
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FEAR OF THE FREE: 
PETITION OF SUNDRY CITIZENS OF HORRY COUNTY 
Free persons of color occupied a precarious position in the slave society of antebellum South Carolina. They played a valuable role within the eco-
nomic structure of the state, but their legal and social status caused a variety of 
problems. 
In a society where slavery was believed necessary for the well being and 
civilization of the savage African American race, the survival, and in some cases 
the prosperity, of African Americans living outside slavery challenged the foun-
dation of the peculiar institution. In addition, their status as freemen worried 
slave owners, who feared that slaves would rebel to achieve the same end. It also 
threatened the white laboring class because free persons of color constituted a 
pool of cheap and skilled labor. 
Being free, however, did not bestow equality. Whites in general viewed free 
persons of color as inferior and used them as scapegoats for many of the prob-
lems that beset the South. 
Beginning early in the antebellum period, South Carolina attempted to 
restrict the growing population of free persons of color. Although the restric-
tions lagged behind those of many other southern states, the legislature placed 
constraints on manumissions and immigration and required free persons of 
color to have white guardians. By the 1850s, the growing schism between North 
and South hardened the South's defense of slavery. Many southerners opined 
that the time had come to deal with the free status of persons of color, for that 
freedom was an anomaly that undercut the arguments many southerners put 
forth to defend slavery. As a result, numerous petitions like this one were pre-
sented to the legislature . 
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City of Charleston, South Carolina, 1860. Harper's Weekly, 21 April 1860, 244. Picture 
Collection, SCDAH. 
The General Assembly, however, failed to bend to the pressure. Many of 
these petitions were from the rural areas of the state where few free persons of 
color lived. In Charleston, where a third of the state's free persons of color lived, 
the white populace held a more favorable opinion of this class. It knew these 
people played a vital role in the state's economy. The more prosperous h ad es-
tablished close personal and business ties with the powerful and influential of 
Charleston, and those who belonged to this "brown aristocracy" were often 
slaveowners themselves. These elite free persons of color supported the status 
quo and would, a few years down the road, support the Confederacy as well. 
SOURCES 
H. M. Henry, The Police Control of the Slave in South Carolina (New York: Negro Universities Press, 1968. Reprint of 
1914 edition), 176-89. 
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To The Honorable The Senate and Members of the House of Representatives of 
South Carolina 
Your memorialists respectfully shew to your Honorable bodies. 
That the social and moral position of the free negroes within our State is 
fraught with much evil to society without any corresponding good. as a class 
they are generally-at least so far as our knowledge extends-indolent, insolent 
and dishonest, occupying a position towards the slave calculated to prove ruin-
ous to him and injurious to his masters interest. Under the present laws of the 
State they are permitted to select their own Guardian who is placed under no 
moral or obligatory restraint, for their good conduct, but who in many instances 
we fear, is the Joint partner with his Ward in carrying on nefarious traffic with 
the Slaves who feel themselves protected in their depredations by the Guardian 
power of the white man over his free Ward. We feel fully satisfied that the 
revenue derived from the Taxes assessed upon the free coloured population of 
this State will not compensate for one fourth of the loss sustained by the citi-
zens through their dishonesty to say nothing of the seeds of crime by their 
means and through their influence perpetrated by the Slaves as one instance of 
recent occurrence we will State that there is now lodged in the Jail of this Dis-
trict and Shortly to suffer the Death penalty a Slave who we believe has been 
lead to the perpetration of the crime by which he has forfeited his life by a 
connection with a free Woman of Colour, whose baseness has been the means 
of his destruction. 
We therefore respectfully ask your Honorable bodies to pass such an Act as 
may at once rid us of these pests, by making it obligatory on all free persons of 
color, to leave the State within a given period (say twelve months) or failing to 
do so that they be subject to Public Sale by the Sheriff of the District, the pro-
ceeds of such Sale to be placed in the State Treasury and your memorialists will 
ever pray & soforth. 
Signed 
Thos W Beaty et al 
Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, n.d., no. 1801 . (Submitted to the Senate on 29 
November 1860.) 
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THE CARE OF ORPHANS: PETITION OF SUNDRY 
INHABITANTS OF BEAUFORT AND BARNWELL DISTRICTS 
T his petition to the General Assembly, although straightforward, illustrates the often complex interaction that took place among slaves, free African 
Americans, and the white population. 
Free African Americans found it difficult to survive economically in rural 
South Carolina, but one, Benjamin Phillip Owens Cohen, accumulated a size-
able estate, which included both real estate and slaves. The long list of names 
attached to the original petition from sundry inhabitants of Beaufort and 
Barnwell districts and their comments concerning other supporters testify to 
his standing and respectability within the white community. 
Cohen's wife was a slave, and because she was, neither she nor their chil-
dren-the logical heirs to his property-were able to inherit his estate legally. 
Instead, his personal property and slaves-his wife and children potentially in-
cluded-would be sold, and the money and land would escheat-revert to the 
state. 
Cohen was born before 1800 to Caty Owens, a free woman of color. His 
mother's status as a free person gave him the same status. The identity of his 
father, while not certain, was likely Barnet A. Cohen, a Barnwell farmer, who 
served as Benjamin's guardian and gave him his surname. 
Barnet A. Cohen helped Phillip accumulate a substantial portion of his 
wealth by selling him both slaves and property. As early as 1810, Barnet A. Cohen 
sold 138 acres of land to Phillip and Phillip's brother, Barnet. In 1813, he pro-
vided the two brothers with two young slaves, one of whom may have become 
Phillip's wife in 1845. When Barnet A. Cohen died in 1839, Phillip had several 
loans from him still outstanding . 
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By the time of his death on 21 March 1860, Phillip Cohen had accumu-
lated a personal estate worth $7000, portions of which were sold to settle debts. 
The estate included eight slaves, but, interestingly, his wife and children were 
not listed among them. They were, however, listed among the free population 
in both the 1850 and 1860 federal census. 
This petition was introduced into the Senate on 12 December 1861 and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. The committee's report on the peti-
tion was presented on 20 December, but no action was taken before the General 
Assembly adjourned for the year the following day. No later record of the family 
has been identified. 
SOURCES 
United States, Bureau of the Census, Population Schedules, Barnwell District, South Carolina, 1830, 149; 
1850, 443; 1860;502. 
Barnwell District, Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deeds: Vol. 6, 324--25; Vol. E, 178. 
Barnwell District, Records of Probate judge, Estate Papers: Bundle 7; Bundle 146, Pkg. 11. 
Statutes at Large of South Carolina, V, 46-49. 
South Carolina General Assembly, Journal of the Senate, 1861, 118, 183 . 
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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives. 
The humble petition of the undersigned sheweth to your Honorable Bod-
ies That one B.P.O. Cohen a free person of color, a resident-in his life time in 
Barnwell District near the line of Beaufort District on the Savannah River, died 
leaving no lawful heir to property, in land and negroes possessed by him to the 
Value of 
That the said B.P.O. Cohen was in every particular esteemed by all who 
knew him, as a correct, upright and consistent member of the Methodist Church 
and worthy of the confidence regards and respect of all good citizens 
That on account of his known integrity of character and standing, he won 
for himself during a life of sixty one years, the sympathy and concern of all his 
neighbors, and all those with whom his business relations brought him in con-
tact he being a public servant as clerk in a mercantile establisment as 
warehousekeeper for upwards of Forty years and discharging his duty as such 
with the utmost fidelity 
That sixteen years since the said Philip B.P.O. Cohen took to wife a favorite 
Mulatto slave whom he loved and to whom he was married lawfully, according 
to the ceremony of the Church and with whom he lived happily and had several 
children born to him namely Susan John and Benjamin. All of whom have been 
educated by their Father to read and write, and are nearly white or quadroons 
That your petitioners feel as though voiolence would be done to the senti-
ment of the community should the letter of the Law be carried out in dealing 
with the widow and orphans of the said Philip B PO Cohen as with his property 
and therefore the undersigned have ventured to come before the Honorable 
Senate and House of Representatives asking relief of the State of South Carolina 
in the premises and also praying that the said widow and orphans may have 
benefit of what property was left by the said Philip B.P.O. Cohen and that the 
same may not escheat and your petitioners will ever pray &c 
Respectfully Submitted 
John N. Laffitte, Sr. 
G. S. Laffitte 
B. R. Storee 
J LC Rushing 
A.E. Solomons 
S G Solomons 
N[?] H Johnston 
A. W. Owens 
C T gray 
WM. P. Gray 
]. A. Woods 
R H Henderson 
Robert R Brown 
Mrs M. P. Laffitte 
Mrs S A Rushing 
Miss H E Rushing 
[?] O.C. Kettles 
Miss A. 0. Solomons 
Miss E H Solomons 
Mrs. C.A. Solomons 
Miss Rossie Solomons 
Miss MaryS. Parnell 
Mrs C W Thomson 
Mrs. S G Thorn on 
Mrs. S Horton 
Miss R A Horton 
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R. A. Williams Sr. Miss E C Parnell 
A. B. Rowse [?]Ingram 
M A Laffitte, Jr Mrs E I Best 
Miss Ann C. Gray 
Miss JaneL. Gray 
Miss Louisa C. Gray 
Mrs. Lydia R. Gray 
Mrs. Emily C. Reeves 
Mrs. E. Williams 
Mrs. Dr. Owens 
Miss D ct Wood 
Mrs. I. C. Brown 
Mrs. EM Williams 
Mrs R Rouse 
Miss T Stone 
Miss M. A. Roberds 
Miss J. A Martin 
Miss L. A. Roberds 
Mrs J . C. Laffitte 
Miss Julia Laffitte 
Miss Jennie Laffitte 
Miss Ann Furse 
It may be worthy of remark that every Gentleman in our community 
would have signed the above petition but our community is almost 
depopulated they having gone to the Army 
Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, n.d., no. 5157. (Submitted to the 
Senate on 12 December 1861 .) 
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Picket on duty, Drayton Plantation, Hilton Head, South Carolina, 1861. Harper's Weekly, 
7 December 1861, 773. Picture Collection, SCDAH. 
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COMPENSATION FOR STATE SERVICE: 
PENSION APPLICATION OF JULY GALLUCHAT 
W hen South Carolina fired on Fort Sumter in 1861, the American Civil War began. In mobilizing, the state faced a critical need for manpower. 
It and the Confederate States of America required not only men for active 
military service but also large labor levees to construct and maintain coastal 
fortifications. 
By March 1862 the state was impressing enslaved African Americans to 
complete fortifications around Charleston-at one point 1800 men at a time 
for tours of duty that normally lasted one month. As this application reveals, 
the labor was arduous and often dangerous. Hundreds of claims were filed 
during the Civil War for slaves who died in public service. In November 1863 
alone, James Tupper, the state auditor, approved claims totaling $218,100 for 
"slaves lost in the public service." 
In 1887 the General Assembly passed its first Civil War pension act. It 
authorized pensions for disabled soldiers and for widows of servicemen who 
had died during the war. Although the pensions were intended for soldiers, 
July Galluchat, an ex-slave from Clarendon County applied. He had worked as 
a laborer on the coastal fortifications and had been wounded at Fort Sumter in 
1863 by an exploding shell. He lost his left leg below the knee, his left forearm, 
and his left hand. 
Galluchat applied for a pension, and in approving his application in 1889, 
the Clarendon County Pension Board affirmed his faithful service and the ex-
tent of his disability and argued that he was "a true Democrat." Earlier, in 
1882, when Galluchat had petitioned for the value of an artificial arm, Joseph 
Galluchat, a Manning attorney, had supported his application. 
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Other African Americans applied for pensions, too. Besides July Galluchat, 
the 1888 report of the comptroller general lists pending applications from M. F. 
Wharton in Abbeville County, Benjamin Chisolm in Berkeley County, and An-
drew Richardson in Richland County. 
Little personal information is available for Galluchat. He is not listed in the 
indexes for the 1870, 1880, or 1900 federal population census schedules for 
South Carolina. Nor does he appear on Clarendon County's 1869 population sched-
ule or militia enrollments. The county's 1868 voter registration, however, lists a 
Gillel Galluchat in Shorter's Election precinct . 
Records from Clarendon County's Court of General Sessions show a]. Galluchat 
charged for assault with a gun in 1868 and a July Galluchat prosecuted by one 
H. S. Briggs for "violation of contract" in 1888. 
On 10 March 1888, Galluchat had contracted with Briggs to dig a ditch. He 
was to begin work on 12 March "at price to be set by said H. S. Briggs until the 
said amount of seventeen dollars is paid in full." Galluchat was arrested on 25 
June 1888, was committed for trial, but the prosecution was dropped in Octo-
ber. Unfortunately, the session roll does not survive, but, one wonders, how 
could a man with only one arm and one leg fulfill such a contract? 
In 1860 a ]. Gallichat-possibly Joseph Galluchat, Sr., attorney at law-
owned one slave house with eight slaves. One male, who was sixteen years old 
on 28 June 1860, lived in the slave house. This sixteen-year old would have been 
born c.1844, and if he was July Galluchat, he would have been nineteen when 
he lost part of his left leg, his left forearm, and his left hand at Fort Sumter. 
SOURCES 
Alexia Jones Helsley, South Carolina's African Am erican Confederate Pensioners, 1923-1925. (Columbia: SC De-
partment of Archives and History, 1998), 6-7, 41. 
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· ml.Jly approved December 24th, 18.87: that his income dt~e~ not exceed two hundred and fifty 
collars per annum, and tba~ not possess~cl of s~tfficien t property to produce such income. 
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Records of the South Carolina Comptroller General, Confederate Pension 
Applications, 1888-1906 . 
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~Y£ ~tate of ~.outg (ltaralina, 1 
COUNTY Qf ... _tL~J . 
To .... ./:f., .. /l .... ~'!?'r.:-.~ 
COUNTY EXAMTN1NG BOARD OF PENSIONS . 
The undersigned respectfully applies for a pension under the Act of the General A,ssembly ol 
the State of South Carolina, approved December 24th, r887. Your applican ?"'as, at the passage 
. 1.f.t I 
of said Act and is now, a citir.en of said State, and resides at ........ .. ...... ~.. . P. 0 ., 
in the County of· .... ~~ .... ; that he was a brmajide ... ~.~ •. ¢...f!'~ 
ip the service of .. .. ,&.~~~ ... d~ .... .. .. ... .. .. in the war bet~een the States, 
and was a ............................. ... ......... in Company ............ of ............. .. ............... .... .. 
Regiment, and while in such service was wounded by ... ~ .... . «.d.~ .... 7r.d= .... . 
••• ~.;~~~~~~··;=·· 
········· ............................ ............................... ....... ......... .............. ............... ... .. ..... . 
~·:·.··.i,;;;,·~·.·.··~~··~~:~·::.··2.· ··.·.·.·.···.·.· ·~a~·~~·::::¥;: : ::: ·: ·~~·~~ ·~~:,~i~~ ·~ 
permanent disability, whereby he is incapacitated from earning a livelihood: that neither he nor his 
wife is receiving an in<'ome exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars per annum from wages, salary 
''),•;;; a;::poo<folly •obmio.J fosrY~-
s:~~~~: o~o~-4~~:} 
P>:~<SoNALLV M·r~AREO UEFORE "" .... ~ ....... !~.~.= ........... .. .... . 
who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the person niaking the foregoing application, and 
that th~ facts stated therein arc true . 
Records of the South Carolina Comptroller General, Confederate Pension 
Applications, 1888-1906 . 
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who, being dul>.: sworn. dep~ and s~y that they = been, each an.d all of them, acquainted with 
............... H ..... ~~ ..... ........ ..... who IS the applicant of the annexed 
application for a pension, t at each of them have read the said application, and that they know that 
said applicant was a .. . .. ........................................ as therein stated, and that they believe 
the allegations made therein to be true. ;I, 
Sworn to and subscribed bifore me, Litis .... ~~ ... .... } ...... t/F.:.r...C~ ........ . 
dayoj' .. J4.1 .~. 18 .. '1:7 9- , ... .lf.;tf.U.~.~ 
r~ 
STATE oF SouTH CAROLrNA, 1 
COWiTY OF.:~. f 
To the State Jloard of' Pnmo11s: ' 
We, th t: unJcr,igncd. th~ County Examining Board of Pensions for the Count~· of .~4~ 
do hereby certi fy th3t w h3v<" made a careful e~<amination of the foregoing application of .............. .. 
. ~ ... ~... for pension, under he Acts of the General Assembly, app roved 
December 24th, r887. and December 24th, r888, and are of the opinion that said applicant is en titled 
[~r not entjrled ys case may he.] to a pension thereunder, for the following reasons: 
1:t. Th'lt the said a!Jplicant was [g r ,,,. no>] a bona fide ................................... ............ in the lat•: 
war between the States, as all ged in his petition, and that he is [6• il AQI;j suffering- from wounds 
received in said war, which disable him from earning a living. i.vhich wounds affect him as follows: 
[Describt~ wound or wounds minutely.] 
E¥~·~· .. ~·~;&;······ 
........ . .... ........ .. ... . ...... ......... ...... .. ... ........... ..... ............... .. .... ··············· .................... .. 
l<l•••• ............................................................................................................................................... . 
........... ...... ...... ...... .......... ......................... ............. .... ........ .~ ......................... , ........................ . 
Records of the South Carolina Comptroller General, Confederate Pension 
Applications, 1888-1906 . 
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2d. That neither he nor his wife have an income exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, either 
from wages, salary or any other source whatever, nor have they sufficient property to produce such 
income. 
3d. [Here state other reasons which influence the Board to grant or reject the application.] 
.. ... ... ... ............ ........... .. .. ... ... ... ..... .. ........... .... .. ..... .. .... :········· .... ... .... ~ .. ~ 
L. ~ 
s:-~~~~; 0~o0(~~ 
I, .... . #,:. .. !:_... .. ~. Physician of the County Examinin,g- Board of 
Pensions. whose name is su bscribecl to the ab e certificate, d hereby certify that I have made a 
........... ~ ....... -····-·-······ .................................................. , .. ,_ .... ,,,_,_ ····-·······-·······-·······--·······-········· 
....... ....... ···-.. ·····-- -······· -······· ······· ............................................. ........ ·· ···-··········-···· .. -
ojoOo- '''''''' oooooooo OOOM••oo •OOOOOooOOOOo .. ooooooO<O>O•oo•OoOooOOo"M OO o Oo .. oo -ooooo•••·OOOOo"'"' oo OOOOo .. o•M .. OMMoooo o o"'""'MO ' ' ' '"'' oo- <ooOMM_ O .. M M OOOOO MM O oo.,Mo• 
.,,, ... '"'* ' '"'"M' ,_,,,,_, ,,.,,__, .. , , 00'"""' • 0,.000 "''''"''"""' ......... ~ ........ ,, , ,.,,.,., .. , 0 '''"'" ,..,,,,. .. ,_,_, " ' """~" ''" ,_ ,,.,..,,._,,_, .. ___.,,,. ... , ....... ,,.,,,_,._, , .,, - ----· "' '"" • _,, , _ _ 
--·-· ...... ·---· .,,,_, ................................................. ,,_, ...................................... ............................................ .............. ..................... ............ .... .. 
And in my opinion the said applicaht is justly entitled to a pension under Acts of the General 
Assembly. ·~.~ 
I 
Records of the South Carolina Comptroller General, Confederate Pension Applications, 
1888-1906 . 
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SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY-ANTEBELLUM SLAVERY IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Dusinberre, William. Them Dark Days: Slavery in the American Rice Swamps. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1996. 
Edgar, Walter. South Carolina: a History. Columbia: University of South Carolina 
Press, 1998. 
Henry, H. M. Police Control of the Slave in South Carolina. New York: Negro Uni-
versities Press, 1968. Reprint of 1914 edition. 
Hudson, Larry E., Jr. To Have and to Hold: Slave Work and Family Life in Antebellum 
South Carolina. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1997. 
j ones, Norrece T., Jr. Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave; Mechanisms of Control 
and Strategies of Resistance in Antebellum South Carolina. Hanover: Wesleyan Uni-
versity Press, University Press of New England, 1990. 
Koger, Larry. Black Slaveowners: Free Black Slave Masters in South Carolina, 1790-
1860. jefferson, NC: McFarland and Company, Inc., 1985. 
Smith, Mark M. Mastered by the Clock: Time, Slavery, and Freedom in the American 
South. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1997. 
Weiner, Marli F. Mistresses and Slaves: Plantation Women in South Carolina, 1830-
80. Urbana: Unvierstiy of Illinois Press, 1998. 
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HISTORICAL RECORDS IN THE CLASSROOM 
Historical records are windows on the past. They shed light on how people lived, worked, and died. They and archaeological evidence are the only 
clues we have to what has gone before. 
Using historical documents in the classroom brings to the study of history 
an immediacy that allows the student to experience the past. They are primary 
sources, contemporary with the events they describe. The student who uses pri-
mary sources can evaluate the documents as a source and ask questions, such as: 
*who created the document 
*why was it created 
* what does the document say about life at that time 
* what information is needed but not present 
*wh at is the document creator's perspective or bias. 
Teachers and students can use the documents reproduced in this reader to 
glimpse the many faces of slavery in South Carolina. Through their use, stu-
dents can become engaged by the process of learning and emotionally involved 
with the past .Th ey can also learn to evaluate and interpret evidence and to de-
velop working hypotheses. For those who want to know more about slavery in 
antebellum South Carolina, the bibliography on page 155 offers sources for ad-
ditional study. 
Students with different skill levels and different academic disciplines can 
profit from the study of historical documents. They never grow stale, and with 
each reading, they bring fresh insights and raise new questions. Using historical 
documents is fun! 
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Index 
A 
Abbeville County 150 
Adams, Samuel 9 
Adger, James 58 
Agnes 
slave of Lewis Stubbs, Sr lOS 
Agnew, John 9 
Airy, John 8 
Alexander, Susanna 96 
Allen, Francis 43 
Allston, R. F. W. 52 
American Revolution 2, 71 
Andrews, Elizabeth H. 131 
Andrews, Emily 131 
Andrews, Henry M. 133 
Andrews, John D. 131 
Andrews, Lucy 
petition of 131-134 
Anth ony, slave 
trial of 87-90 
Antiqua 2 
Arnott, Margaret 12 
Ashmore, John 91, 96, 101 
Atkinson, James 35 
Averill, John D. 44 
Ayers, Hartwell 111 
B 
Bailey, jehu, Jr. 133 
Bankhead, John 8 
Baptist Church 
Ch arleston 63, 71 
Barbados 1 
Barber, John 8 
Barnwell District 
petition of inhabitants of 141-148 
Baskin, James 84 
Baskin, W. I. 133 
Beaty, John R. 138 
Beaty, Samuel S. 139 
Beaty, Th omas S. 139 
Beaty, Thomas W. 138 
Beaufort 
petition of inhabitants of 141-148 
Beckham, B. T. 133 
Beckham, Devien 133 
Beckham, Robert 133 
Beckham, William 9 
Belk, Jefferson 84 
Belk, John W. 84 
Belk, L. T. 84 
Belk, Robert 84 
Belk, Samuel 84 
Benbow, P. G. 153 
Bennett, George W. 133 
Bennett, Governor Thomas 30 
Berkeley County 150 
Berry, Dr. 96, 101 
Best, E. I. Mrs. 147 
Bigham, William 9 
Black, James 9 
Black River 30 
Blackmon, A. B. 84 
Blackmon, Amos 85 
Blackmon, Benjamin 84 
Blackmon, Elisha 
petition of 79-86 
Blackmon, Jeremiah 84 
Blackmon, John E. 84 
Blackmon, Uriah 84 
Blair, John J. 44 
Blanding, Shubel 44 
Blanding, William 44 
Blesset, Stephen 8 
Bob 
slave of Samuel McCorkle 79, 85, 86 
Bolten, James H. 118 
Bolton, James H. 111 
Boone, W. 44 
Bowan, E. 139 
Bowers, Anderson, Jr. 133 
Bowman, John A. 35 
Boyd, John, Jr. 36 
Boyd, Robert 8 
Boyse, Henry, and Walker 58 
Bradley, Samuel 8 
Bradshaw, Thomas 9 
Brasington, William M. 133 
Bridges, J. C. 138 
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Briggs, H. S. 150 
Bristow, Alexander E. 111 
Bristow, Harris A. 111 
Bristow, William 111 
Broadshaw, John 9 
Brodie, Robert 72 
Broom, ] ohn 90 
Browden, W. E. 58 
Brown, I. C. Mrs. 147 
Brown, John 8, 9 
Brown, Joshua 8 
Brown, Robert 8, 9 
Brown, Robert R. 146 
Bruce,]ames 133 
Brunson, I. M. 35 
Brunson, W. L. 35 
Bryant,Charles 58 
Buck, W. H. 138 
Burroughs,]ames S. 138 
Byrd, Martin 36 
c 
C. Edwards and Co. 58 
Cahusac, Daniel 36 
Cahusac, Robert M. 35 
Cain, William 36 
Callahan, Robert 9 
Camden 45 
Camden District 29 
Campbell, A. W. 58 
Campbell,]. M. 20 
Campbell, John 111 
Campbell, Samuel 91, 96, 101 
Campbell, W. ]. 20 
Cantey, John 35 
Canty, M. 43 
Capers, W. H. 36 
Capitation tax 41 
Carmille, John 
petition of 11-16 
Carmille, Julia E. 12 
Carpenter, John N. 35 
Carrell, Jacob 30 
Carrell, John 30 
Carroll, Mr. 29-30 
Carter and Hamilton 58 
Carver, John 8 
ash, W. ]. 111 
Cauthen, A. ]. 133 
Cauthen, George 133 
Cauthen,]. C. 133 
Cauthen John M. 133 
Cauthen, P.M. 133 
Cauthen, R. D. 133 
Cauthen, Thomas P. 133 
Celestine 
slave of Philippe Noisette 23-24, 28 
Charles 
slave of]ohn Coachman 51 
Charles, Elisabeth 103 
Charles, Elizabeth 96 
Charles, Joel 96, 100, 101 
Charles, John 96, 101 
Charleston 11, 15, 119, 149 
capitation tax books 64 
free persons of color in 136 
merchant in 17 
petition of merchants in 53-62 
petition of wharfowners in 53-62 
siege of 71 
wharves in 58 
Charleston Botanical Society 23 
Charleston District 30 
Charleston Grand Jury 
presentment of 127 
Charleston Mechanics Society 
memorial of 127 
Charleston Neck 24 
Charleston orphan house 17 
Charlotte 
slave of]ohn Carrnille 12, 15 
Chartrand, Philip 11, 12 
Chatters, Owen 64 
Chavis, John 2 
Chesnut, John 43 
Chesnut, Reddy 139 
Chester District 
petition of inhabitants of 5-10 
Chews, Curtis 139 
China, John, Jr. 35 
Chisolm, Benjamin 150 
Chisolm, E. 58 
Claremont County 29 
petition of inhabitants of 29-40 
Claremont District 
petition of inhabitants of 29-40 
Clarendon 
petition of inhabitants of 29-40 
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Clarendon County 29, 149 
petition of inhabitants of 29 
Clarendon County Pension Board 149 
Clark, joseph 133 
Clark, W.]. 153 
Clarksons Wharf 58 
Cline, S. 27 
Coachman, John 
petition of 47-52 
Coan, John 84 
Cohen, Barnet A. 141 
Cohen, Benjamin 146 
Cohen, Benjamin Phillip Owens 
petition in behalf of 141-142 
Cohen, John 146 
Cohen, Susan 146 
Colclough, W. A. 35 
Collins, John 8 
Colter, H. H. 133 
Committee on colored population 
report of 119-130 
Compton , Robert M. 36 
Copeland, ] ohn T. 84 
Coston, ]ames B. C. 133 
Cotton 
production of 2 
theft of 59-61 
Coulter, John 9 
Court of General Sessions 91 
Clarendon County 150 
Greenville District 96 
Marlborough District 111 
Court of Magistrates and Freeholders 
Fairfield District 87-88 
Georgetown 51-52 
Covington, George R. 138 
Cowen, joseph R. 72 
Cox, Isaiah 91, 96, 100, 103 
Crawford, John 58 
Crenshaw, Wilson 133 
Crim, John 77-78 
Croseton, John Q. 133 
Crosland, ]ames S. 111 
Culp, Austin 8 
Cureton, Everard 43 
Cureton, P. D. 96, 101 
Cureton, W. H. 91, 101 
Cureton, W.]. H. 96 
Currie, William 139 
D 
Daniel, ] ohn 111 
Darby, John 138 
David, joshua 111 
David, William]. 111 
Davis, I. Amory 58 
Deeds 
legality of 11-12 
Deveaux, Stephen 36 
Dewees, William 58 
Dick, Henry 78 
Dickson, H. W. 78 
Dickson, Henry 77-78 
Dinkings, William 8 
Douglas, David 9 
Douglas,]. R. 44 
Douglas, ]ames 8 
Douglas, John 9 
Drake, N. B. 36 
Driggars, Abner 111 
Dubose, N. 36 
Dubose, Samuel 36 
Dukes, W. C. 58 
Dun, James 9 
Duncan, H. H. 134 
Duncan, Henry 133 
Duncan, Henry H. 131 
Duncan, john G. 133 
Duncan, William 133 
Dunlap, ]ames 44 
Durant, G. W. 139 
E 
East Bay Street, Charleston 17 
Easterling, John R. 52 
Easton, 0. G. 139 
Eastridge, Christopher 84 
Eccles, Samuel 8 
Edwards, ]aratt 8 
Edwards, joseph 8 
Elizabeth 
slave of William Sayle 1 
Elliot, ] ames 9 
Elliott, E. 8 
Ellis, G. W. 133 
Emmons, S. B. 84 
English, Alexander 9 
Entzminger, Ezra 
the state vs. 73-78 
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Episcopal Church 17 
Evans, Thomas 35 
Ewart, Thomas 9 
F 
Fairfield County 87 
Fairfield District 73, 90 
Falconer, W. 36 
Featherston, Archibald 8 
Felder, A. 9 
Ferguson, Abraham 8 
Ferguson, Adams 8 
Ferguson, Adams, Sr. 8 
Ferguson, Francis 8 
Ferguson, Henry 8 
Ferguson, James 8 
Ferguson, John 8 
Ferguson, William 8 
Finlay, John 8 
Finlay, Thomas 8 
Ford, George R. 30 
Ford, Stephen 52 
Forest 
runaway slave 29 
Forsemans Wharf 58 
France 23 
Francis 
slave of]ohn Carmille 12, 15 
Free Negro Capitation Tax Books 24, 64 
Free persons of color 2, 41, 45, 131 
relationships with 141 
restrictions on 135 
trade with 59-61 
Frierson, John I. 36 
Frost, Edward 117 
Fuller, Oliver 72 
Fundamental Constitutions of 1669 1 
Furman, Charles M. 72 
Furse, Ann Miss 14 7 
G 
Gaillard, David 35 
Gaillard, Edwin 36 
Gaillard, )ames 35 
Gaillard, Theodore S. 36 
Gaillard, Thomas 36 
Gaither, Thomas 8 
Galluchat, Gillel 150 
Galluchat, Joseph 149 
Galluchat, Joseph, Sr. 150 
Galluchat, July 
pension application of 149-154 
Garrison, B. D. 96, 101 
Garrison, John 91 
Gary, A. C. 36 
Gaston, John 9 
Gaston, Joseph 8 
Gaston, Robert 8 
Gaston, William 9 
Georgetown 30 
court of magistrates and freeholders 52 
Gerard, Peter G. 72 
Gibbes,]. G. 58 
Gibbes, Robert R. 15, 27 
Gillespie, Jonathan 138 
Gillespy, Thomas 8 
Godard, J. 27 
Godard, Thomas F. 52 
Goodman, Joseph 43 
Goose Creek 11 
Gordon, Milly 79, 85 
Gore, Thomas M. 133 
Gourdin, R. M. 36 
Graham, W. I. 138 
Gray, Ann C. 147 
Gray, C. T. 146 
Gray, JaneL. 147 
Gray, Louisa C. 14 7 
Gray, Lydia R. 147 
Gray, William P. 146 
Green,]. T. 139 
Greenville District 91, 96 
coroner of 96 
Griffin, J. G. 139 
Gurgamis, N. D. 138 
H 
Hagins, J. M. 133 
Hagood, D. C. 78 
Haile, Dudley 84 
Haile, Lewis 84 
Hall, James 77-78, 78 
Hamilton, James 9 
Hammond, Raliegh 85 
Hampstead (Charleston) 23 
Hanna, Mr. 116 
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Harbison, John 9 
Harbison, Matthew 8 
Harbison, Robert 8 
Harper, James 58 
Harriet 
slave of Samuel McCorkle 79, 85, 86 
Harrison, James 90 
Harrison, William 8 
Hart, William B. 44 
Harvey, WilliamS. 52 
Haygood, John 77-78 
Hazard, William 
slave of Frederick Kohne 18 
Hemphill, John 8 
Henderson, R. H. 146 
Henrietta 
slave of]ohn Carmille 11, 15 
Henry, George 58 
Heriot, Edward T. 52 
Heriot, R. 72 
Herring, W. 139 
Hext, ]ames H. 35 
Hill, James 9 
Hill, John 9 
Hinds, Thomas 8 
Hinnant, Josiah 77, 78, 88, 90 
Hispaniola 2 
Hobny, Thomas H. 138 
Holcom, Belvaret 96 
Holcomb, John 103 
Holliday,]. M. 139 
Horry County 
petition of citizens of 135-140 
Horton, R. A. Miss 146 
Horton, S. Mrs. 146 
Horton, T. S. 133 
Howland, Waid, and Taft 58 
Hudnall, John 36 
Hudson, James 8 
Huestiss, Ann 111 
Huggins, Capt. 30 
Hume, John 15 
Husbands, John H. 111 
Hyatt, David 8 
Hyatt, Elizabeth 8 
I 
Inglesby, William 72 
Ingram 147 
Irvin, Mr. 71 
Irvine, Harriet 
slave of Moses Irvine 63-64, 71 
Irvine, Martha 
slave of Moses Irvine 63- 64 
Irvine, Mary 
slave of Moses Irvine 63-64 
Irvine, Moses 
Petition of guardian of 63-72 
Isaac 
slave of Samuel McCorkle 79, 85, 86 
J 
]. and C. Lawton 58 
]ames, John 36 
]ames, Matthew 36 
]ames, William 35 
Jamison, G. 9 
Jamison, Robert 9 
Jeffords, John H. 72 
Joe 
runaway slave 29-30 
John 
slave of John Carmille 12 
slave of Samuel McCorkle 79, 85, 86 
slave of William Sayle 1 
John, Jr. 
slave of William Sayle 1 
Johnson, James 27 
Johnson, John 77-78 
Johnson, John M. 138 
Johnson, Sandy 84 
Johnston, A. P. 35 
Johnston, joseph 9 
Johnston, N. H. 146 
johnston, T. N. 35 
]ones, Jesse 111 
Jones, Nelly 111 
Josephine 
slave of Philippe Noisette 28 
K 
Kays, George 9 
Kelley, J. 58 
Kennedy, L. H. 71 
Kershaw District 
petition of sundry inhabitants of 41-46 
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Kettles, 0. C. 146 
Kiddells Wharf 58 
King, Francis 9 
King, Martin 9 
Kirkpatrick, John 58 
Kitchen, Zachary 9 
Knox, William 8 
Kohne, Frederick 20 
petition of 17-22 
L 
Laffitte, G. S. 146 
Laffitte, ] . C. Mrs. 147 
Laffitte, Jennie Miss 147 
Laffitte, John N., Sr. 146 
Laffitte, Julia Miss 147 
Laffitte, M.A. Jr. 147 
Laffitte, P. M. Mrs. 146 
Lancaster County 131 
Lancaster District 79, 85 
Legare, Jacob 64 
Legare, Mary 64 
Lenoir, Isaac 35 
Levy, Emanuel 36 
Lewis and Robertson 58 
Lewis, E. T. 139 
Lewis, Isaac 139 
Libby, ]ames 36 
Linn, John 8 
Louise 
slave of Philippe Noisette 28 
L'Ouverture, Fran\=ois Toussaint 2 
Lowden, John 58 
Lowndes, ]ames 15 
Lund 
slave of Samuel McCorkle 79, 85, 86 
Lydia 
slave of Samuel McCorkle 79, 85, 86 
Lynch, Joseph 63, 72 
M 
Macon, Warren 35 
Magill, ]ames R. 133 
Magistrates and Freeholders Court 3 
Magwood, Patterson S. 58 
Manly, Basil 63, 72 
Manumission 
and contracts 17 
and states 79 
legislationon 2--3, 11, 17, 23, 63, 79, 141 
petitionfor 11, 17, 63 
Maria 
slave of Lewis A.]. Stubbs 105, 114-116 
Marion, Francis (General) 71 
Marlborough District lOS 
Marsh, William 58 
Marshall, P.W. 133 
Marshall, William R. 133 
Martin,]. A. 147 
Martin, ]ames 43 
Martin, Robert 58 
Martins, David 9 
Mary 
slave of] ohn Carmille 11 
slave of William Patterson 
100, 101, 103 
Mathews, Harriet 64 
Mathews, William 64 
Mathison, C. 44 
Mayrant, ] . W. 36 
Mayrant, John, Jr. 35 
McBell, ]ames 138 
McCaa, Willis 35 
McCann, William, Sr. 8 
McCanty, Andrew 9 
McCartney and Gordon 58 
McCluer, ]ames 8 
Me luer, John L. 111 
McColl, Malcolm 111 
McConnell, James 9 
McCorkle, Samuel 79, 85-86 
McCown, James 9 
McCown, Sampson 9 
McCreary,]. 8 
McCreary, S. 8 
McCuller, Thomas 9 
McCullough, David 91, 96, 101 
McCullough, Samuel 9 
McDaniel, James E. 111 
McElvery, Samuel 9 
McEwen, ]ames 44 
McFadden, Edward 8 
McFadden, James 8 
McFadden, John 8 
McFadden, Ralph 8 
McGarity, William 9 
McGee, Hall T. 43 
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McGilvray, B. F. 118 
McKelvey, Ransom 36 
McKenna, William 84 
McKennon, William 9 
McKenny, Thomas]. 133 
McKinney, Robert 8 
McKown, John 8 
McNicol and Davidson 58 
Mechanics & Working men of the City of 
Charlestown 
petition of 127 
Mechanics in Charleston 119 
Melanie 
slave of Philipe Noisette 28 
Methodist Church 146 
Methodist Episcopal Church 5 
Mickle, Joseph 41-42, 45 
Middleton, Arthur 58 
Millen, William 8 
Miller, Gardner 9 
Millin, Robert 8 
Mobley, Caswell 133 
Mobley, F. B. 133 
Mobley, H. 133 
Moore, Richard 35 
More, R. G. 27 
Morgan, Thomas R. 35 
Morris, Benjamin 9 
Morris, Eleanor 64 
Morris, John 9 
Morris, Moses 9 
Morris, W. P. 36 
Murray, Samuel 36 
Murray, T. S. 44 
N 
Nancy 
slave of John Carmille 12, 15 
Neal, John 8 
Neale, ]ames A. 8 
Neely, Thomas 9 
Nelson, Daniel 90 
Nelson, Samuel E. 36 
Nelsons Ferry 71 
Nesbit, ]ames 9 
Nettles, ]esse S. 44 
Nettles,Hezekiah 35 
Neufville, Eliza 17 
Newman, Samuel 77-78 
Newton, Cornelius S. 105, 114, 116 
Nixon, William C. 43 
Noisette, Alexander 
slave of Philippe Noisette 23, 28 
Noisette, Joseph 23 
Noisette, Philippe 
slave of Philippe Noisette 23, 28 
Noisette, Philippe Stanislus 
petition of 23-28 
Norman, James H. 138 
North Carolina 45 
Norton, Isaac 35 
Nyles, David F. 36 
0 
Ocain, William C. 44 
Owens, A. W. 146 
Owens, Caty 141 
Owens, Dr., Mrs. 147 
p 
Palmer, Joseph 35 
Parker, Hugh H. 139 
Parker, John I. 43 
Parkinson, Alexander 9 
Parkinson, John 9 
Parnell, E. C. Miss 14 7 
Parnell, Mary S. 146 
Patrol duty 73 
Patterson and Magwood 58 
Patterson, Jack 96 
Patterson, Jackson 100, 103 
Patterson, Sarah 96, 103 
Patterson, Wesley 91 
Patterson, Westly 103 
Pattison, ] ackson 101 
Pattison, Wesley 91 
Pattison, William 101 
Paul, William 9 
Pension act 149 
Peritt, F. A. 91 
Perkins, Lewis A. 43 
Perrin, Christian 30 
Perrin, Mrs. 30 
Perritt, Dr. 96, 101 
Perritt, Dr. T. A. 101 
Perron, Mrs. 29 
Perry, B. C. 133 
Perry, Stuart 44 
• 
• 
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Philadelphia, Pa. 17 
Pickett, Mrs. 96 
Pierre Louis 
slave of Philippe Noisette 28 
Pitray, Viel and Co. 58 
Pollard, John 91, 96, 101 
Pollard, Josiah 91 , 96, 101 
Pope, Samuel 139 
Population statistics 3 
Porcher, Charles 36 
Porcher, Isaac 35 
Porcher, Samuel 36 
Porcher, Thomas 36 
Price, A. W. 139 
Prices Wharf 58 
Pringle, George 11, 12 
Prioleau, Charles 
slave 51 
R 
Rainey, William 9 
Ratree, James 9 
Ratteree, John 9 
Ravenel, D.]. 36 
Ravenel, H. 35 
Ravenel, John T. 35 
Reaves, L. 131 
Reeves, Emily C. 147 
Reid, David E. 43 
Religion 
and slaves 1, 5-10 
Reynolds, ] . 44 
Reynolds, T. 139 
Rice 
theft of 59- 61 
Richardson, Andrew 150 
Richardson, Charles 35 
Richardson, Col. Edward 30 
Richardson, ]ames B. 35 
Richardson, W. H. 35 
Richland County 29, 150 
petition of inhabitants of 29 
Richland District 29, 73 
petition of inhabitants of 29 
Riley, W. 72 
Rives, Benjamin 9 
Roach, Thomas 133 
Roberds, L.A. Miss 147 
Roberds, M. A. Miss 147 
Robert Martin and Co. 58 
Robertson,] . ~ 133 
Robinson, William 58 
Roddey, David 9 
Rodment, John 9 
Roupell, Miss 71 
Rouse, R. Mrs. 147 
Rowend, Charles E. 15 
Rowse, A. B. 147 
Royal 
slave of Mrs. Perron 29, 30 
Ruben, Abraham 85 
Rushing, H. E. Miss 146 
Rushing,]. L.C. 146 
Rushing, S. A. Mrs. 146 
Rutledge, W. F. 133 
Rutledge, A. E. 134 
s 
S. Johns and Co. 58 
Saint Domingue 2 
Salem County 29 
Sanderford, Peter 8 
Santee River 29-30 
Santee Swamp 29 
Santo Domingo 23 
Sass, Edward G. 72 
Saul, James H. 111 
Savannah Rive 146 
Sayle, William, governor 1 
Schnek, D. 43 
Schuts, John 15 
Scruggs, L. C. 96 
Seigneur, Robert Le 27 
Shannon, C. ] . 43 
Simmons, Cloyd 133 
Simpson 
slave of Samuel McCorkle 79, 85, 86 
Singleton, Thomas R. 36 
Slaves 
and public service 149 
and state service 2 
duties on 1 
hiring out of 119, 127-129 
importation of 1, 2- 3 
manumitted 24, 53, 63 
occupations of 128 
punishment of 3, 90 
restrictions on 1, 2- 3, 73 
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revolts of 1, 2 
runaways 29-30 
socializing with 73 
trade with 59-61 
treatment of 100, 101, 103, 105-106 
Small, Allen 84 
Small, Chapman 84 
Small, F. J. 84 
Small, I. S. 84 
Small, Joel B. 84 
Small, John B. 84 
Small, John J. 84 
Small, John, Sr. 84 
Small, Stephen I. 84 
Small, Thomas, Jr. 84 
Small, Thomas, Sr. 84, 85 
Small, William T. 84 
Smith, A. C. 72 
Smith, Robert 9 
Solomons, A. 0. Miss 146 
Solomons, C. A. Mrs. 146 
Solomons, E. H. 146 
Solomons, Rossie 146 
Solomons, S. G. 146 
Solomons. A. E. 146 
South Carolina Court of Appeals 12 
South Carolina Mechanics Association of 
Charleston 
petition of 127 
Spain, Richard R. 35 
Spann, James 35 
Spann, John R. 35 
Spies 2 
Spivey, R. W. 138 
St. Johns 
petition of inhabitants of 29-40 
St. Johns Berkeley Parish 29 
St. Johns County 
petition of inhabitants of 29-40 
St. Stephens 
petition of inhabitants of 29-40 
St. Stephens Parish 29 
St. Stevens Parish 
petition of inhabitants of 29-40 
Stagoner, John 84 
Stanford, George 8 
Stanford, Thomas 8 
State vs A Dead Body 91-104 
State vs Anthony 87-90 
State vs Ezra Entzminger 73-78 
State vs L.A. J. Stubbs 105-118 
Steeson, Robert 9 
Stevens, Charles 36 
Still, Chapman 84 
Stinson, William 9 
Stone, T. Miss 147 
Stoney, John 58 
Stano Rebellion 1 
Storee, B. R. 146 
Story, J. M. 138 
Strain, W. W. 133 
Street and Barnett 58 
Stroud, Garvy 9 
Stroud, Thomas 9 
Stubbs, Benjamin lOS 
Stubbs, Clarissa lOS 
Stubbs, John I. 106 
Stubbs,JohnJ. 111 
Stubbs, Lewis A. J. 
trial of 105-118 
Stubbs, Lewis E. 111 
Stubbs, Lewis, Sr. lOS 
Stubbs, Thomas E. 111 
Stubbs, Thomas, Sr. lOS 
Sumter District 29-30 
Sumter, William 36 
Surest, S. 84 
Swift, Thomas B. 72 
T 
Taylor, John 84 
Taylor, W. I. 138 
Teasdale, Richard 58 
Telford, James 9 
Telford, Samuel 8 
Telford, William 9 
Thompson, Colonel 71 
Thomson, C. W. Mrs. 146 
Thomson, S. G. Mrs. 146 
Thornton, P. 44 
Tilford, Joseph 9 
Tilly 
slave of John Carmille 11 
Tollison, Hampton 101 
Tollitson, Hampton 91, 96 
Tom's Creek 29 
Toomer, Robert 64 
Townsend, B. D. 111 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
167 
II IIIIJi]r1]fr~irij]ijliJ~ ~~~~~ Jfi~lilililll ll ll 
0 01 01 0255260 0 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Trade 
problems with 53-62 
Trusdal, ]. T. 133 
Trusdel, ]. R. 133, 134 
Tupper, ]ames 149 
Turket, Turner 90 
Turkett, Turner 87 
v 
Vaughan, H. 35 
Veal, William 90 
Vickry, George 133 
Vinson, ]ames 134 
w 
Walker, Alexander 9 
Walker, David 41 
Walker, Henry 41 
Walker, ]ames 41-42 
freeman 45 
Walker, ] ohn Gaston 9 
Walker, joseph 41 
Walker, Lewis 42 
Walker, Maria 41 
Walker, Marinda 41-42 
Walker, Preston 41 
Walker, William 42, 133 
Wall, John 8 
Wallace, William 111 
Waller, W. W. 138 
Walsh, ]os. T. 139 
Ware, Ebenezer 9 
Warren, Peter 43 
Waterman, E. 52 
Waterman, Eleazer 52 
Watson, L. A. 133 
Weir, John 9 
Weir, Joseph 9 
Welsh, William 35 
Wesfield, John 96 
West, ] . C. 43 
West, Thomas 43 
Westfield, John 101 
Westphalia, Germany 17 
Wharton, M. F. 150 
Whelande, Hugh 9 
Whitney, Eli 2 
Wier, George 9 
Will 
slave of Frederick Kohne 17, 21 
William 64 
Williams, E. 147 
Williams, E. M. Mrs. 147 
Williams, Gaines W. 133 
Williams, ]eaphley 9 
Williams, John, Jr. 84 
Williams, R. A., Sr. 147 
Williamson, Charles 88, 90 
Willy, Samuel 9 
Wilson, Alfred W. 111 
Wilson, John 8 
Wilson, Peter 35 
Wirick, ]esse 90 
Wirick, icholas 90 
Wood, D., Miss 147 
Woods,]. A. 146 
Wooten, Hampton 77-78, 78 
Wooten, Mathew 77 
Wooten, Matthew 78 
Wren, James 9 
Wright, Peter 36 
Wright, William 133 
Wright,Levi 133 
Wyrick, ]esse 88, 90 
Wyrick, Nicholas 87, 88, 90 
y 
Young, Alexander 44 
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